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HOW WORKERS CAN SAVE PEACE NOW 


Make the Government 
Admit Its Real Aim 


WAY TO A WORLD “NEW DEAL” 


being made to the representatives of the engineers as were made 


Preeng maa the sanic appeals to help speed up arms production are 


to them during the Great War. 


The promises made were never 


fulfilled, but they had to be made because the cooperation of the 
engineers was desperately needed by the government of the day. 


Today, v-hen cooperation of the trade 
unions is again being sought by a 
government which wants to speed up its 
war preparations, the workers again find 
themselves in a position to insist on the 
adoption of a policy that will lead to 
peace. 


Pointing out how the Government is 
doing its best to keep the engineers’ 
leaders in the dark as to its real aims, 
Emrys Hughes, editor of Forward, 
declares that these leaders 


don’t know even at this late hour 

whether the arms are to be used for 

(blessed phrase) collective security, which 

was the reason given by the TUC for 

support of the National Government's 
rearmament programme. 

The Government has probably a very 
good reason for keeping its intentions 
secret. During the last war, continues 
Emrys Hughes, soldiers 

started out under the assumption that they 

were fighting for the independence of 

little nations in a war to end war, and 
ended up in Archangel in a campaign on 
behalf of the Russian Whites. 

In the same way, “the time may come 
when Mussolini may need money and 
guns to suppress revolution at home.” 


FOOLED DURING THE WAR 
Mr. Lloyd George told trade union 
leaders in 1917 that, as he recalls in his 
_ Memoirs, 


our only object in the war was to defend 
the violated public law of Europe, to v:ndi- 
cate Treaty obligations, and to secure the 
restoration: of Belgium. 


Following this, President Wilson of 
the United States revealed ‘that he had 
been unable to “ get the Allies to agree 


Why Not? 


A.—What a world, everything 
seems to be upside down! 


B.—Yes, and why not start the 
next war with the peace treaty? 


to a statement of peace terms that would 


unequivocally abandon the annexation’ 


~ aims of their secret treaties.” 

' So Mr. Lioyd George met the trade 
unions again, in January, 1918, and told 
them that it was a question of fighting 
“in order to realize’ those great aims 

» which have been put forward ... by the 
trade unionists.” 

This resulted in the trade unions 
releasing for active service 250,000 men 
who till then had held pledges of 
absolute or conditional exemption from 
military service. 

“Most of the engineers’ leaders,” 
declares Emrys Hughes, “know this 
story and how they were deceived and 
exploited and how a peace was made 
which sowed the seeds of future wars, 
So they are entitled to get a clear and 
explicit statement of the Government’s 
war aims now.” 


A “NEW DEAL” NEEDED 
Better still, would be a clear state- 
ment of what Britain is prepared to do 
for peace, for, as Emrys Hughes shows, 


(Continued in next col.) 


Peace News 


A Wandsworth audience who a few 
minutes previously had been cheering 
a talk dealing with the war danger 
apparently took little interest in the 
announcement of a “wonder cure” 
made by Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould, 
Vice-Chairman of the Labour Party. 


She told them that two cases of gallop- 
ing consumption—or mili ary tubercu- 
losis, the most dreaded form of con- 
sumption—had recently been cured in 
an Essex LCC children’s hospital, a 
thing never done before in the world. 


This news of a victory of peace was 
received in silence. 


a clear outline of policy stating in detail 
that the British Government is in favour 
of a new international deal and that its 
foreign policy is not being run in the 
interests of British big business and 
British imeprialism would do more than 
anything to bring about a new .mood in the 
world. 


That must come sooner or later, whether 
we get war or whether we do not... 
That, and an honest declaration that it 
was prepared to disarm to the level that 
we imposed on the defeated nations when 
they signed the last Peace Treaty. 

Mr. Fred Smith, general secretary of 
the Amalgamated Engineering Union, 
shows in the union’s Journal that the 
union is not ready to come to an agree- 
ment with the Government without 

full and frank descussion with representa-' 

tives of the Government and the employers 

about the “inconveniences and sacrifices” 
which the situation entails as far as the 
engineering workers are concerned. 


THERE IS STILL TIME 


He shows, too, that there is time for 
the workers to take action that will lead 
away from war when he says that the 
union is “not going to be stampeded 
into hasty decisions affecting the vital 
interests of engineering workers.” 


The next move in the speed-up nego- 
tiations remains uncertain. At its 
meeting on Monday the executive 
council of the AEU did not, as was 
expected, discuss the invitation of the 
Employers’ Federation to a meeting to 
discuss speeding-up. 


But efforts to discourage the workers’ 
opposition to war prepurations _ are 
taking the form of bullying accusations 
of unwillingness to defend their country, 
and the more subtle form of making 
plans for talks with employers on the 
assumption that the workers will take 
them for granted. 

Sir Thomas Inskip and representatives 
of the building industry are expected to 
meet on Wednesday to discuss the 
acceleration of rearmament so far as 
that industry is affected. 


Spring comes to Devon 


The Teign near Fingle Bridge. 


Demands for Silencing 


of Pacific Opposition 
to A.R.P. 


DDITIONAL vigour has been 
given to the Peace Pledge 
Union campaign against air raid 
precautions by the action of the 
Chief Constable of Penzance in 
forwarding its pamphlets to the 
Home Office with an inquiry as to 
whether their distribution consti- 
tuted a ‘ public mischief.” 
On Saturday next the local group of 
the PPU will hold a public meeting, to 
be addressed by national speakers, 
including Dr. Donald O. Soper. 
Another group in Cornwall—that at 
St. Ives—is going ahead with the dis- 
tribution of the pamphlet which has 
caused the trouble. Groups all over 
Devonshire are likely to follow suit. 
A Peace Pledge Union leaflet on ARP 
formed the subject of a letter published 
in. The Times on Monday, declaring that 
“it is time that public opinion should be 
aroused generally against an insignifi- 
cant minority of the misguided, respon- 
sible for circulating such dangerous 
rubbish.” ; 

The writer, Mr. Harvard Mentana, of 
Brighton, wanted to do this because of 
“the effect the wholesale distribution of 
the leaflet may have upon thousands of 
those who are even yet not fully alive 
to the danger of being caught unawares.” 

While the question of suppressing 
opposition to ARP is thus being mooted, 
pacifists continue to put their views 
before the public. 


a ee 


On Other Pages 
Conversation with a Yes-but.., 
“ Speaking Personally,” 

By Susan Miles 
Pacifists and ARP, 
by Captain Mumford 
Parliamentary Notes... 500 
Later news on page 15 


“UTTERLY CRAZY” 
A.R.P. SCHEMES 


Mr. Stanley Seamark, well known as 
a pacifist in Northampton, described as 
“utterly crazy” the preliminary pre- 
cautionary measures outlined by the 
Chief Constable of Northampton, Mr. 
John Williamson, at a recent meeting. 


Precautions were part of the war 
machine, declared Mr. Seamark. The 
Chief Constable denied this, but without 
producing any facts to prove his case. 
“ We are civilians,” he said, “ and I hcpe 
we shall. remain civilians.” 


In the case of emergency, he said, it 
was probable that they would be deal- 
ing not with Christians but with people 
who had denounced God. Mr. Seamark 
replied that it was no answer to say that 
because we lived in a sub-Christian 
world we should apply sub-Christian 
methods. Outside the meeting other 
pacifists paraded with PEACE NEWS, 
warning people: “Don’t be fooled by 
ARP.” 


A London pacifist, upon being asked 
to volunteer for ARP work, has stated 
his views in a letter to the public body 
which employs him. The letter declares 
his readiness to render first aid in case 
of emergency, and continues: 


At the same time, would you kindly permit 
me to say that, should any other type of 
service be rcquested or required of me in a 
war situation, I shall respectfully reserve the 
right to follow a course determined purely by 
humanitarian considerations, and to refrain 
from such act:on as would be in conflict with 
the dictates of conscience. 

Will you also forgive me if I take the 
Opportunity to record my deep regret that 
the Government has not, as yet, prosecuted 
a policy of international appeasement based 
upon a just sharing of the world's territories 
and resources, the unequal and unjust com- 
mand of which I believe to be the major 
cause of internationa} friction. 

Finally, I cannot conscientiously volunteer 
my services in the above connexion without 
at the same time expressing my complete 
repudiation of the war method of settling 


(Continued on page 2, col. 1) 
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disputes: nor without protesting particularly 
against the building by our government of 
bombing planes, the primary and un- 
chr.stian function of which will inevitably 
be to produce elsewhere that same inhuman 
havoc which our air raid precautions are 
being designed to alleviate. 

On Friday last the Banbury PPU 
group discussed air raid precautions, 
formulated about a dozen questions to 
be put at a public meeting to be held 
in the Town Hall on Tuesday, and 
appointed four members to distribute 
literature at the doors. 


WARDENS “ MUST NOT 
ARGUE DEFENCE” 

At a meeting of Air Raid Wardens 
held at Banbury Town Hall earlier this 
month, the Chief Air Raid Warden, Mr. 
W. J. Pullen, in the course of his speech, 
said that “ wardens ... must not pretend 
to any more knowledge than they 
possessed or they would not have the 
confidence of the people they were help- 
ing. They must not be drawn into argu- 
ment on matters of defence.” 


“OSTRICH ” POSTER 
BANNED 

Further silencing of the pacifist case 
against ARP has just taken place at 
Walthamstow, where the PPU group has 
been displaying posters week by week 
on a site at the LNER station. 

The group wished to display the 
poster showing an ostrich with its head 
in a bucket of sand, and the caption, 
“ ARP spells Ostrich,” but when the 
poster was seen by the stationmaster 
he refused to allow it to be shown. 
The poster was sent to the LNER head 

office, which confirmed the ruling. 


Government 
Propaganda 
in Cinemas 


THE authorities who are so worried 

at the effects of anti-ARP literature 
have at their disposal the cinema and 
the press and are now even gaining the 
support of the churches. 

The first concerted effort in the film 
industry to cooperate with the Govern- 
ment on this matter is now being taken, 

Asssciated British, Gaumont-British, 
and Odeon Theatres, the three biggest 
circuits in the country, are taking part 
in this: drive. 

According to the Daily Film Renter, 

A special trailer, approved by the Home 

Office, has been circulated to every theatre 

in these chains, representing nearly a 

thousand halls in all parts of the country, 

for screening during regular programmes. 
BISHOPS AS 
RECRUITING SERGEANTS 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of Liverpool, and the Bishop of 
Winchester have all given their 
blessing to ARP schemes and urged 
Christians to join up. 

The Bishop of Winchester planned to 
go up in an RAF machine during 
Hampshire’s blackout. A Hampshire 
correspondent refers to an open letter 
issued ‘by the Bishop last month and 
comments, “I fail to see the connexion 
between the Recall to Religion and the 
ARP work.” 

The Home Secretary, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, ,yhas invited the Roman Catholic 
community to join in ARP. The matter 
will be raised at the annual conference 
of Catholic Archbishops and Bishops of 
England and Wales at Westminster on 
April 26, after which a letter will be 
issued to clergy. 

The big stores, too, are playing their 
part. Messrs. Lewis's, of Leeds, issue 
a leaflet on how to make a room gas- 
proof and display the required materials. 


PART OF 
WAR MACHINE 
Conclusive proof that_ ARP wardens 
will be part of the war machine was 
given in an article in the Daily Tele- 
graph on Tuesday, which declared :— 
Responsible duty in the country’s air raid 
Precautions services will, in the event of 
war, be considered as important as active 
service in the army, navy or air force. 
That is the official reply to men between 
the ages of 25 and forty, tens of thousands 
of whom are now hesitating to join the air 
raid precautions services because they are 
doubtful about their positions in the event 
of war, 


The article also stressed the need for 
fitness among those ynderfaking duties 
of wardens, firemen, and first-aid or 
rescue workers. | 

The authoritiesigre still not satisfied 
with the progress of the schemes. More 
wardens are wanted (at least 1,200 will 
be required for each 100,000 of popula- 
tion), and, according to The Observer, 


PEACE NEWS 


A Substitute 
for British 
Rule in India? 


WHAT MR. GANDHI THINKS 
OF CONGRESS 


ain article by Mr. M. K. Gandhi, in the 
newspaper “ Harijan,” has been widely 
quoted in Britain to represent him as 
saying that Congress is not yet fit to 
replace British authority in India, 

As this did not represent the whole 
tenor of the article, from which certain 
vital passages were generally not quoted, 
extracts from the article are given below, 

* 


E communal riots in Alahabad—the 
headquarters of the Congress, and the 
necessity of summoning the assistance of the 
police and even the military show that the 
Congress has not yet become fit to substitute 
the British authority. It is best to face this 
raked truth however unpleasant it may be. 
The Congress claims to represent the whole 
of India, not merely those few who are on 
the Congress register. It should represent 
even those who are hostile to it and who will 
even crush it, if they could. Not until we 
make good that claim shall we be in a posi- 
tion to displace the British Government and 
function as an independent nation. 
This proposition holds good whether we 
seek to displace British rule by violent action 
or non-violent. 


GROWTH OF CONGRESS 

No Congressman will seriously doubt that 
the Congress is not at the present moment 
capable of delivering the goods if it was 
called upon to do so. If it was capable, it 
would not wait for the call. 

But every Congressman believes that the 
Congress is fast becoming such a body. 
The brilliant success at Haripura will be 

cited as the most conclusive proof of the fact. 

It is my conviction that the phenomenal 
growth of the Congress is due to its accept- 
ance and enforcement, however imperfect, of 
the policy of non-violence. 

The time has’ arrived to consider the 
nature of Congress non-violence. Ts it 
non-violence of the weak and the helpless 
or of the strong and the powerful? 

If it is the former, it will never take us 
to our goal and, if long practised, may even 
render us for ever unfit for self-government. 

If it does not come out of real strength, it 
would be best and honest for the Congress 
to make such a declaration and make the 
necessary changes in its behaviour 

NON-VIOLENT ARMY 

By this time, i.e., after seventeen years’ 
practice of non-violence, the Congress should 
be able to put forth a non-violent army of 
volunteers numbering not a few thousands 
but lacs (hundreds of thousands) who would 
be equal to every occasion where the police 
and the military are required. 

And a non-violent army acts unlike armed 


.men, as well in times of peace as of disturb- 


ances. They would be constantly engaged in 
constructive activities that make riots im- 
possible. 

Such an army should be ready to cope 
with any emergency, and in order to still the 
frenzy of mobs should risk their lives in 
numbers sufficient for the purpose. A few 
hundred, maybe a few thousand, such spot- 
less deaths will once for all put an end to 
the riots. 

Surely a few hundred yo> g men and 
women giving themselves deliberately to 
mob fury will be any day a cheap and 
braver method of dealing with such mad- 
ness than the display and use of the police 
and the military. 

To the extent that the Congress Ministers 
have been obliged to make use of the police 
and the military, to that extent, in my 
opinion, we must admit our failure. 

That the Ministers could not have done 
otherwise is unfortunately only too true. I 
should like every Congressman, I should like: 
the Working Committee, to ask themselves 
why we have failed, if they think with me 
that we have. 


P.P.U. Manifesto 
EVERYBODY IS 
READING IT 


Already 150,000 copies have been dis- 
tributed of the Peace Pledge Union 
Manifesto, which shows the ~ pacifist 
policy. as a constructive alternative to 
the rearmament programme. 

A further 150,000 copies of. the 
Manifesto have been ordered. 

The document has been. printed in 
newspapers all over the country, and is 
thus giving rise to a great deal of public 
discussion. It is notable, however, that 
it has been boycotted by the national 
press. ; 

(Public meetings to urge a construc- 
tive peace policy—see back page.) 


“there is need for far greater interest 
and cooperation in all sections of the 
community.” 

A further danger to the liberty of the 
civilian population was indicated by an | 
announcement last week that men aged 
between thirty and fifty will be eligible 
for a new Special Police Reserve, which 
may be called for service should an 
emergency arise. 
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Public Affairs 


France 


new French Government is an 
unstable body. M. Daladier has not 
succeeded in carrying out his proclaimed 
object of forming a Government “from 
Thorez to Reynaud.” Instead, he has a 
Cabinet composed largely of Radicals 
which cannot even command a majority 
in the Chamber, 


The Government’s life will therefore 
depend on gaining the support of the 
socialists on any issue which demands 
a vote. 


But the socialists are in a sullen 
mood after the virtually political re- 
jection of the Blum Government by 
the Senate, and they will only sup- 
port the Daladier Government reluct- 
antly and not at all if it attempts any 
sort of government by decree. 


Daladier’s Policy 


THE Daladier Cabinet is chiefly nota- 

ble for the inappropriate distribu- 
tion of the more important portfolios. 
The Ministry of Finance goes neither to 
M. Reynaud nor to M. Bonnet, the two 
most capable financial experts in the 
Cabinet, but to M. Marchandeau who 
has only a limited experience in that 
field. 


It is understood that M. Reynaud de- 
clined the portfolio of finance on the 
grounds that without socialist coopera- 
tion he could not carry out the measures 
which he thought necessary. 

Most significant aspect of the Cabi- 
net is the formation of an “inner 
council” of seven, which will meet 
every day and virtually decide on the 
pelicy of the Government. This is a 
step in the direction of an emergency 
government which is an inevitable 
necessity if a Cemocratic country is 
to be put on an efficient war basis. 


Mr. Amery suggested in an article in 
the Sunday Times that a similar reor- 
ganization should be made in the British 
Cabinet to enable it to compete with 
the dictators in quickness of decision. 
But M. Daladier will not be able to zo 
far in that direction with his present 
Government. 

Its policy will indeed be very similar 
to that of its predecessor and it is in 
reality little more than a stop-gap to 
carry on the affairs of the country until 
sic time as another international scare 
will break down the resistance of the 
French to an emergency Cabinet gov- 
erning by decree. 


A.R.P. 


"THE ARP department of the Home 
2 Office finds it very difficult to keep 
abreast of the times. In the early days 
they thought that protection from gas 
was all that was required, apparently 
forgetting the other and more dangerous 
types of bombs which may be dropped.’ 

The experience of the Spanish war 
showed the danger of high explosive and 
incendiary bombs, and an agitation, led 
y Professor Haldan2, was made for 
bomb-proof shelters. 


The Government decided that the cost 
of such shelters would be prohibitive 
and suggested_instead that householders 
should dig trenches in their back gar-, 
dens. 


They also decided to reconsider their 
decision again using the London Under- 
grounds as shelters. Now they are 
hoping that some ingenious official, will 
have a bright idea that is not too ex- 
pensive. Apparently the latest idea is 
that the.safest place is out in the open. 


Anglo-Italian Treaty . 


ALTHOUGH the details of the Anglo- 
“* Italian Treaty have not yet been 
published, fhe first results are apparent 
in the British Note to the League calling 
for a reconsideration of the status of 
Ethiopia. 

Great Britain’s interest in Abyssinia 
centres, as usual, in Lake Tsana, 
and one of the main objects of the 
talks has been to ensure the demili- 
tarization of the frontiers between 
_Abyssinia and the British colonies. In 
ireturn for this, the British Govern- 
‘ment is prepared to recognize the 
Italian conquest of Abyssinia. 


Commentary 


so far been unable to subdue the pro- 
vince of Gojam, and are very much 
concerned to know where the tribesmen 
are getting their supplies of arms and 
munitions; Gojam is the province which 
borders on the Sudan. 


The following statement by the 
Ethiopian Legation in London about 
Britain’s Note was published on Tuesday 
morning:— 

If, as it appears from the interpretations 
which certain quarters seem to give to the 


~letter addressed by the British Government. 


to the Secretary General of the League of 
Nations, it is the intention of the British 
Government to request the League Council 
to release States from their undertaking not 
to recognize the Italian annexation of 
Ethiopia, his Majesty the Emperor will 
adopt every means in his power to oppose 
such a decision—a decision which appears 
so unlikely when one considers the funda- 
mental principles of the Covenant and 
other international treaties, and of the 
resolution of the Assembly of July 4, 1936, 
by which members pledged themselves nof 
to recognize any change of territory ac- 
quired by force 


Hore-Belisha’s visit to Malta 


ME- HORE-BELISHA is to visit Malta 

shortly to inspect the military 
establishments there. In spite of an 
official denial, it is quite likely that he 
will subsequently visit Mussolini or some 
other high Italian official. 

If he does so, the main subject for 
discussion will be the military position 
in Libya. The strongest card in Great 
Britain’s hand is the Anglo-Egyptian 
Treaty, according to Article eight of 
which the defence of Egypt is placed 
virtually in British hands. 

Section seventeen of the annexe to 
article eight of the Treaty permits 
British officers in civilian dress to recon- 
noitre and make plans of the Libyan 
desert through which Italy would have 
to pass if they were to invade Egypt. 

But Mussolini’s chief concern is over 
the position of the Suez, which is his 
main artery to the Abyssinian Empire. 

Contrary to the general belief, Great 

Britain is in a very strong bargaining 

position with Italy—in fact at the 

present time, Italy is running after 

Great Britain and is prepared to make 

considerable concessions in order to 

get a guarantee that the Suez will re- 
main open to her ships under all con- 
ditions. 

It is quite on the cards that Italy will 
return to the League before the end of 
the year. 


Closed Empire 


ERMAN tenders for electrical equip- 
ment have just been declined by the 
municipality of Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia. This decision was taken 
despite 
. A German promise to buy 2,000,000 Ibs, 
of Rhodesian tobacco; 
A plea by the president of the Rhodesian 
Tobacco Association; and 


Opposition to a limited British prefer- 
ence by the mayor, who said the time had 
come when flag-wagging should be aban- 
doned in the interests of trade. 

How much longer will it be before our 
Imperial flag-waggers at home realize 
that "if goods don't cross frontiers, 
armies will’? 


Preparing for the Weekend? 


POSSIBLE influx of communist 

agents from Czechoslovakia was 
given as the reason for the suspension 
early this week of traffic across the 
frontier between Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia in the Eastern Carpathians. 


To Show Way to Peace 


“ Peace through Economic Reconstruc- 
tion ’—with special reference to the Van 
Zeeland Report—is to be the subject of 
a big public meeting to be held in 
Friends House, London, on May 6. 

Speakers will be: George Lansbury, 
Dr. L. P. Jacks, Lord Ponsonby, Stuart 
Morris, Dr. Alex. Wood, and Henry 
Carter. 

Tickets for reserved seats are obtain- 
able, price 1s, on application to the 


* secretary, Embassies of Reconciliation, 


16 Victoria Street, London, 5.W.1 (en- 


‘As a matter of fact, the Italians have | closing stamped addressed envelope. 
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PEACE 


TI’rance 


POLITICS OF FRIENDSHIP— 
NOT OF BOMBS 


Alternative to Alliances that 


Lead to War 
CALL FOR A PEACE CONFERENCE NOW 


From Our Own Correspondent 


“W 


YAR can be avoided and world peace can be organized with 
the assistance of everyone,’’ 


¥ went out from a mass meeting held by pacifists in Paris to 


This was the message that 


warn people against the danger of the treaty with Czechoslovakia 
leading France to war as the Franco-Russian alliance led to catastrophe 


in LYd. 


Having rejected the 


‘politics of bombs.” and chosen that of friendship, 


the meeting gave an energetic backing to George Lansbury’s demand for a 
conference which should lay the basis for the organization of peace. 


“This conference,” said a statement 
issued after the meeting, “ should first 
set out to ensure, by the economic col- 
faboration of all peoples, the liveli- 
hood of those of every nation and 
race. 


“It should inaugurate a 
international cooperation 
universal disarmament.” 


regime of 
based on 


The meeting sent fraternal greetings 
to the members of the Peace Pledge 
Union at the annual general meeting in 
London, and declared that, in coopera- 
tion with their friends in all lands, 
French pacifists would struggle cease- 
lessiv against the war spirit and against 
the worship of the nation. 


THE ISSUE 


The meeting had been called by the 
Ligue Internationale des Combattants 
de la Paix (International League of 
Fighters for Peace). In the leaflets dis- 
tributed before hand. the LICP had put 
the issue before France in this simple 
form: 


Not war for Czechoslovakia 
(* enough of these pacts of which the 
people know nothing until the day 
they lead to death”), but a peace con- 
ference to remove the injustices of 
treaties and prepare general disarma- 
ment and economic collaboration. 


The leaflets also quoted Bertrand 
Russell's declaration that “Not one of 
the evils that it is hoped to avoid by war 
is as big an evil as war itself.” 


Further mass meetings were called by 
the LICP and other bodies on Wednes- 
dav and Thursday of last week. 


sof? 


Professor Feélicien Challaye, chairman at 

the mass meeting in Paris which backed 

George Lansbury's call for a conference 
to lay the foundations of peace. 


New Zealand 


NEW HEALTH & PENSIONS 
SCHEMES 


The New Zealand Government's 
national health insurance and = super- 
annuation proposals, which will be the 
basis of a Parliamentary Committee's 
inquiry, formed the subject of a recent 
broadcast by the Premier, Mr. Savage. 

The Government proposes that all shall be 
entitled free to services of a generat prac- 
titioner, and to hospital, sanatorium, mental 
hospital, and maternity treatment. Later, 
when practicable, this is to be extended to 
other medical services, 

The pension proposed is 
all over sixty. 
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Friendship Can Defend 


The fact that Germany now has three 
frontiers—with Italy. Yugoslavia, and 
Hungarv—which friendship renders it 
unnecessary to defend militarily, was 
mentioned by Hitler in a speech at Graz, 
Austria. 


India 


Pacifists Should Be 


‘THE problem of how to approach the 

soldier and munition worker has 
been put to Mr. Gandhi by a pacifist in 
England. 


“It seems necessary to get a test case 
on the issue of freedom of conscience,” 
says the writer, who declares he “ had 
thought of writing a leafiet to the man in the 
street suggesting he refuses to support rearma- 
ment... then giving the same leaflet to the 
almost conscripted industrialized workers in 
an armament factory. 

“Jn the first instance it is unlikely that any 
action would be taken against me, but in the 
second instance it is likely that the action 
would be regarded as seditious, Which point 
would prove that the Government regarded the 
armament worker as a conscripted individual 
without liberty of conscience. 

“TI think the third move evolves out of the 
second, that is to approach the army.” 

Commenting on these problems. the 
editor of Harijan, Mr. Gandhi’s paper, 
writes: 

A pacifist . . . must resist with all his might 
the rearmament programme and all it means. 


It is also clear, as the correspondent points 
out, that “one is not in a moral position to 


approach the ‘army’ until one has approxi. ~ 


mated oneself to a standard of living the main. 
tenance of which does not rely upon the 
army.” 

Mr. Gandhi’s correspondent has. in 
fact, attempted.to do this—living in the 
country. growing food, making his own 
clothes, &c. The editor of Harijan 
continues: 

The problem was better stated by Gandhiji 
when he was faced wilh the duty of serving ia 
the War in 1914; 


“ Active Rebels” 


Whilst in England { was enjoving the pro- 
tection of the British fleet and taking as I 
did shelter under its armed might, I was 
directly participating in its potential 
violence. 


Therefore, if | decided to retain my con- 
nection with the emnire and to live under its 
banner, one of the’ three courscs was open 
to me: I could declare open resistance to the 
War and, in accordance with the law of 
Satyagraha, boycott the empire until it 
changed its military policy: or I could seek 
imprisonment by civil disobedience of such 
of its laws as were fit to be disobeyed; or I 
could participate in the War on the side of 
the empire and thereby acquire the capacity 
and fitness for resisting the violence of war. 


I lacked this capacity and fitness, so I 
thought there was nothing for it but for me 
to serve in the War. 


While Gandhiji argued thus in 1914. I am 
Sure he would not do so in the event of a 
Similar catastrophe overtaking us in the near 
future, as it well might. 


He has laboured all these years, and helped 
the country to join in his labours, for acquir- 
ing that capacity and fitness for resisting the 
violence of war. And it would thus not only 
be his right, but his duty, to resist it the 
moment he felt himself equal to it. 


Our correspondent’s argument is flawless, 
and as a pacifist and with rearmament going 
On in front of his nose, it is his duty, if he has 
the wish and the strength, to approach the 


conscripted industrialized worker and the 
“army.” 


But. for that purpose, he has to declare him- 
self not an “escapist” rebel, but an active 
rebel. What exactly would be the opportune 
moment for this declaration he has to decide 
for himself. He fas to be guided, by his inner 
urge; no outside influgnee can be of any avail. 


x 


a 


NEWS News From 


Abroad 


Peace Camps Abroad this Summer 
I 


TES picture shows the cottage near 

Stavanger, Norway, where_a small 
international peace camp will be held 
from July 25 to August 1. The campers 
will be housed partly in huts and partly 
in the cottage owned by the Youth 
Peace League of Stavanger, and built by 
the members themselves. 

There will be discussions on the important 
issues of the day and lectures will be trans- 
lated for the benefit of English members of the 
camp. Two hours each day will be devoted to 
manual work which will consist of clearing 
the ground round the cottage. 

The fee will be £1 8s.—including an excur- 
sion, and of this five shillings will have to be 
paid as registration fee. 


W.R.L YOUTH CAMP 
The camp organized last summer in 
Denmark by the youth section of the 
War Resisters’ International proved so 
successful that two similar camps have 
been planned for this vear. 


The first will be held in Norway from July 
18 to 25. and the cost will be approximately 
3} kroner per day G.e., about 3s. 6d.). The 
second will be in Holland from July 31 to 
August 6, near Maastricht, close to the Ger- 
man border, and the cost will not be more 
than £1. 


Participation in the latter is already en- 
sured from France, Czechoslovakia, Belgium. 
the United States, Switzerland, and there is a 
possibility that members of the Hitler Youth 
Movement will be present. An opportunity 
for fruitful contacts will thus be afforded 


which it is to be hoped ardent young pacifists 
in this country will not miss. 

Further particulars regarding both camps 
can be obtained from Mr. E. S. Tew, 91 Lynd- 
hurst Gardens, Church End, Finchley, London, 


N.3. 
GERMANY RETURNS 

Germany has returned to the International 
Federation of Youth Hostels which she left 
last year. 

This announcement was received with 
cheers at a meeting of the National Council of 
the Youth Hostels’ Association in London. 


U.S.A. 


Roosevelt Wants to 
Retain Philippines 


Opposition to the American big navy 
programme is still being fostered by 
peace organizations. 

The House of Representatives re- 
cently passed the Navy Bill, but with 
the largest adverse vote for the last four 
years. 

Meanwhile the Administration is con- 
tinuing its campaign to keep American 
control over the Philippine Islands. They 
are due to be given independence in 
1946. This move is a direct consequence 
of the big navy policy, which is aimed 
at Japan. 


HOW YOUR SHARES 
STAND TO-DAY 


RE you one of those worried-looking people, to 
be seen in trains and other places where they 


read, who daily scan the financial columns of 
newspapers to learn the latest position—if any—of their 


investments ? 


Investors in St. Pancras Building Society don't 
do that. They concentrate exclusively on the real news. 
(We pass on hurriedly before anyone says the real news 
is usually worse.) A share in St. Pancras Building Society 
always stands, like Scotland, where it did. 


No fluctuation in value ! 


It counts for a lot; 


and so does the generous dividend of FOUR PER CENT. 


and the complete exemption from income tax thereon, 
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HEADQUARTERS’ 
NOTES 
By R. H. Ward 


E chestnut-tree outside my window 

has the secret of Easter, and so has 
the blackbird which has just alighted in 
it, for the tree is already shady with new 
leaf and the bird has in its beak a 
feather for this year’s nest. These things 
take part in the endless story of death 
and rebirth, which is Easter, and so does 
man; but while tree and bird can only do 
so, we must suppose, instinctively and 
without self-consciousness, man has the 
capacity for realizing Easter’s meaning 
within his own being. 


Man’s gods have always symbolized 
this relentless drama of death and re- 
birth, Osiris no less than Jesus; and his 
rites of Spring throughout the ages have 
rehearsed the mystery of change and 
becoming of life arising out of death. 
But a symbol is nothing without its 
interpretation, and the interpretation is 
nothing unless it have an effect on those 
who interpret it. Man may kill God and 
hail God resurrected, but unless he 
exercise his capacity for interpretation 
and for changing himself,, Easter is no 
more than a date on the calendar, the 
Cross no more than a stupid mistake or 
a fanatic gesture 


But whether or no we exercise these 
capacities and make Easter a reality, we 
have the secret of Easter no less than the 
chestnut-tree. Easter 1s part of our daily 
being, as it is of all living things: the 
cells of our bodies die and are made 
again; in the man of 21 not a cell 
remains that was part of the boy of 14. 
The process is inevitable to us. But it is 
not only a process of the body; the spirit 
has its ever-present Easter; the spirit 
also changes and becomes other than it 
was. 


For the most part we perceive this 
spiritual change, if we perceive it at all, 
only after long intervals, when we look 
back over ten or twenty years; it is as 
instinctive as that of the tree. But for 
man this need not be so; consciousness 
can realize and watch the process of 
spiritual becoming; we may learn con- 
sciously to create, daily and hourly, the 
resurrected man within ourselves. And 
this becomes a necessity for those who 
understand society as collective man 
ance the evils of society as the collective 
expression of our own; it becomes a 
necessity for those who envisage a 
soc.eiy no longer disgraced by competi- 
tion, injustice, and war. 

* * * 


The process of death and rebirth would 
Apy-ar to apply to all aspects of the universe, 
frum the atom to the planet. But it is neces- 
sary to be aware of it and deliberately to be- 
come attuned to it. If there is music playing 
anu a man begins to sing out of ture with it, 
he discomforts others and is almost certain to 
be sitenced himself in the end; but if he sings 
in tune with it he becomes part of a coopera- 
tive and creative union, and his solidarity 
with others gives him strength and integration. 
Tne music of death and rebirth demands the 
conscious cooperation of man’s spirit as it 
commands, if he is to have bodily health, the 
unconscious cooperation of his body’s cclls. 
When the spirit refuses to recognize the 
eternal Easter we become insane or full of 
fear and hatred and disunion ; so we persuade 
others, enslave them and make war on them. 


It is this capacity for change and self- 
adaptation which, anthropologists tell us, has 
kept man alive. It would seem simple enough 
to cooperate with the process of death and 
rebirth, of perpetual becoming, for the pro- 
cess is simplicity itself. But the tradition and 
habit of competition and self-sufficiency which 
are the bases of our upbringing and our social 
behaviour obscure the process's simplicity and 
make it difficult for us to attune ourselves to 
it. This habit must be broken. 


Meanwhile, for the new method of living we 
have only to regard the tree: once a year it 
sheds its leaves, it is willing to stand naked 
before the winter, it sacrifices its security, 
gives its coat and, its cloak also, it accepts 
danger and possible death ; and at Easter it is 
made new again, the bread which it cast upon 
the waters is returned to it after many days. 
Our bodies’ cells make the same acceptance, 
receive the same renewal, and man must dic 
willingly in the spirit if he is to Hve in the 
spirit; he must accept sacrifice and be aware 
of his perpetual passion It is perhaps not 
insignificant that the figure of God dying on 
the Cross is the figure of man with arms up- 
raised.in adoration and triumph, 


Where Publicity 


Gloucestershire, Wiltshire; 11-13, Somer- 
set; 14-39, Devonshire and Cornwall. 


HIS map shows the route of the van 
which will be used on the summer 
publicity campaign of the PPU. The 
approximate itinerary will be as follows: 
MAY < 
2, Start at Carlisle; 2-11, Cumberland, 
Durham, Westmorland; 11-29, Yorkshire 
and North Derbyshire; 30-31, Cheshire. 
JUNE 
1-14, Wales, starting in the North; 
15-22, Hereford, Worcestershire; 23-30, 
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, S. Derby- 
shire, 5S. Notts. 
JULY 
1-10, Northants, North Oxfordshire, 
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Van Will Go 


AUGUST 
1-8, Dorset; 9-23, Hampshire; 24-31, 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Middlesex. 
SEPTEMBER 


1-31, Hertfordshire, 
Cambridge, Lincoln. 

Groups or regions which have applied 
for the van will be informed shortly of 
the exact dates on which it will be 
visiting them (if at all). The exact 
itinerary will appear in PEACE NEWS 
week by week as it is worked out. 


Bedfordshire, 


Members write on 


Youth and the P.P.U. 


We must attract youth, somehow, and I 
would like to develop the theme started by 
Leslie A. Smith’s letter, in your April 2 
issue. 

Mr. Smith rightly states that Hitler’s suc- 
cess with youth resulted because he offered 
them “action.” We want another genius, like 
Baden-Powell, to attract youth to our move- 
ment by offering them something concrete to 
do—some actual practical work. 


I. am a member of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace and have done 
one short “service” The idea appealed to 
me because it was something practical to do 
which would have a permanent value. 

Can't the PPU develop this sort of work on 
a bigger scale ? It would mean the organising 
of camps, in this country and abroad, so that 
youth of all nations could work together. You 
could have study circles in the evenings, if it 
was felt desirable, but the essential thing is 
work! There’s nothing like working with a 
fellow to get to know him. Women could 
perform the domestic work in connexion with 
the camps. 

I may be entirely wrong, but it does seem 
to me that the way to win the support of a 
large section of youth is to “put over” the 
idea of voluntary work for the good of 
humanity. 


ALBERT E. TOMLINSON, 
“Crimble,” 77, Newark Avenue, 
Peterborough. 


Summer Walking Tours 


I should like to suggest that members get 
together to form walking tours for their 
holidays this summer; tramps _ through 
England's beauty spots being alternated with 
a little propaganda or social work. 

Members could carry light collapsible sand- 
wich boards. Before passing through a 
village they could form a poster parade. 
Passing slowly through the village it would be 
Possible to get talking to many of the 
villagers and to sell PEACE NEWS. 

Having passed through the village, posters 
could be put away, propaganda forgotten, and 
the beauty of the country appreciated until 
arriving at the next village or town. 


Will any reader interested in doing such a 
tour with posters for the period July 23 to 
August 1, starting from or near London, 
communicate with me ? 

DON LEANEY. 


31, Hermon Hill, Wanstead, E.11. 


Represented at the 
A.G.M. 


There were present at the annual 
general meeting of the PPU 300 dele- 
gates from groups, and 700 members 
attending as individuals. The 300 dele- 
gates came from the following 247 
places: 


Anglesey; Ashford; Aberystwyth; Altrin- 
cham; Alton; Andover; Acton; Abingdon. 

Brockley; Bexhill; Bedford College; Belve- 
dere; Banstead; Broxbourne; Billinghurst; 
Bromley; Battersea; Broughton; Bambury; 
Blackheath; Balham and Tooting; Billericay; 
Bermondsey; Bethnal Green; Bayswater; 
Barnet (New, High, East); Barnet Vale; Brad- 
ford; Blackburn; Bolton; Bowling (West); 
Bath; Bangor; Bristol; Blackpool); Belfast; 
Birmingham; Barry (Glam.);_ Birchfield; 
Bournville. 

Coventry; Cardiff; Chesterfield; Carlisle; 
Choriton-cum-Hardy; Cheadle Hulme; Chip- 
penham; Cheltenham; Croydon (South); Cam- 
bridge (Univ.); Cambridge (Town); Colches- 
ter; Chichester; Chelsea; Corsham; Cuffley; 
Crowley; City of London; Carshalton. 

Dundee; Dolgelly; Drayton (West); Dorking. 

Edgbaston; Evsom; Enfield; Eltham; East- 
bourne; Edmonton; East Grinstead; Ealing; 
Eastley; E.1l (London).» 

Fife; Finch’ey; Faversham; 
Finsbury Park; Farnham 

Glasgow; Gt. Yarmouth; Gloucestcr: Glos- 
sop; Gravesend; Greenwich; Golders Greon. 

Heaton; Harrogate; Hebden Bridge; Hud- 
dersfield; Horsforth; Heaton Moor; Hackney; 
Holloway; Hastings; Harrow; Hendon: Hil- 
lingdon; Haslemere; Herne Hill; Highgate: 
High Wycombe; Hornsey; Hayes; Hounslow 

likley; Ipswich; Islington. 

Jordans (Bucks). S 

Kingston; Kerda!: Kilmarnock. 

Llanelly; Lecds; Lincoln; Lancaster: Liver- 
pool; Leicester; Lewes; Leigh-on-Sca; London; 
Lancing; Letchworth; Lewisham; Loughton; 
Leyton. 

Manchester; Manningham; Macclesfield: 
Morecambe: Morden; Mitcham; Maidenhead: 
Muswell Hill; Marlborough 

Newcastle; Nottingham; Norwich: Norbury; 
N. Wembley: Notting Hill; Northampton; New 
Southgate; New Cross; Norwood (South); Nor- 
wood (West); N.W.L (London); N.W.9 (Lon- 
don); N.1 (London) 

Oswestry; O'dham; Oxford (Univ.); Oxford 
(Town); Oxted. 

Plymouth; Pr-ston: Pontefract; Pontyhrrem: 
Parkston; Pendlebury; Plaistow: Petts Wood; 
Peterborough: Pinner; Putney; Purley; Ports- 
mouth and Southsea. 

Rotherham; Rutherglen: Runcorn: Rhos: 
Richmond (Surrey); Roval Holloway College; 
Rugby; Rochester; Romford: Reading; Ruislio 
Manor: Rickmansworth; Reigate. 

Scarberoueh: St. Horton: Sunderland: Swan- 
sea; Sedborough; Stoke; Stockport; Sheffield; 


Farncombe; 


Under the Oak Tree 


By THEO WILLS 
(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 
"THERE are to be Easter eggs at 
Basque House. A friend has sent 
two boxes of them and they lie waiting 
at the moment in the office desk. The 
children are already familiar with the 
chocolate Easter egg, decorated with 
icing-sugar and ribands, for it seems to 
be as customary in Spain as in England. 
Of the English “Pace” egg, however, 
the ordinary hen egg coloured by boil- 
ing with onion skins and flower petals, 
common in Cumberland, there appears 
to be no Spanish equivalent, unless it be 
the blown hen eggs with ships and the 
like painted on them, which they say are 
made and sold in some parts of Spain all 
the year round. Neither, curiously 
enough, are the children familiar with 
hot cross buns. 


The most characteristic features of 
Easter in the Spain our children knew 
seem to have been the religious pro- 
cessions and ceremonies, some of them 
very curious, such as the service to 
which everyone brought rattles to make 
a noise “for the death of Judas.” 

The children seem to have felt little 
awe for these things; on the contrary, 
are alive to their humorous aspect. They 
seem to be remarkably uncontaminated 
by anything in the nature of super- 
stition and _ religious or _ political 
fanaticism. 


On the other hand, they evince a true 
relizious sense, an ability to distinguish 
between the spurious and the sound. [ 
have heard from them more than one 
confession of a simple and healthy faith. 
Not the least virtue of Basque House is 
that it provides a group of young 
humans with a sanctuary for a time 
from bigoted and aggressive doctrines. 


Fiestas, both religious and _ political, 
appear to teem in Spain, from Fiestas of 
the Dead to the foundation of the 
Republic and the Festival of Spring. A 
good many of them are remembered by 
the children, not out of political or 
religious fervour, but as an excuse for 
asking for a holiday. We are busy with 
spring-cleaning, but this and classes will 
stop for a while at Easter. 


All donations should be sent to Basque 
Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 96, Regent Street, 
W.1. They will be most gratefully received. 


THE NOTICE BOARD 


Spring-cleaning housewives faced with 
faded curtains, aiscarded rugs, or unwanted 
furniture, please communicate with the Direc- 
tor, Basque House, Langham, near Colchester, 
Essex. 

There will be no Poster Parade from 96 
Regent Street this Saturday, but volunteers 
are required on other Saturdays at 6.45 p.m 

Hackney Group requires volanteers for 
anti-ARP poster parade, April 23, 3 p.m. 
Write: Reuben P. Dodd, 247 Kingsland Road, 
E.2. 

Glasgow.—Wanted, urgently, enthusiastic 
member to organize streec-seiung of PnACk 
NEWS. Also names of volunieers to go on 
a rota of sellers for minimizing the amount 
of labour ver vclunteer—also poster-paraders. 
—Write, Henry A. Barter, 181 Pitt Street, 
Glasgow. C.2 

Loud-speaker Car will tour all towns and 
villages of Devon during April and May, with 
Dick Sheppard's record and literature Will 
all members please make themsclves Known 
to the area organizer, Mr. E. C. Madcax, who 
will be travelling with the car 

Information wanted about shipping—par- 
ticularly services flying the Panama Flag— 
In connexion with-work for certain retugees. 
Get into touch with the War Resisters Intere 
rational. 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middiescex. 

Contributions toward Lampeth Library's 
copies of PEACE NEWS would be greatly. 
appreciated from any group in th:s Borough. 
Send to R_ A Hembry. 124 St Louis Road, 
S.E.27 

Groups wanting film show before the sum- 
mer apply as soon as possible. Dates ‘still 
vacant are: April 20-25, 27, and 20. 
During the summer the film unit will be 
travelling with the Publicity van 

Two Basque children at Basqu2 House are 
stilt unadopted. Would anyone like to adopt 
one? 

Birmingham wants more P.N. sellers each 
Friday, one hour or more between 430 and 
930 pm. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage 
Road Northfield. Birmingham 


Stafford; Slough; Swindon; Southfields; Sut- 
ton; Cheam: Staines; Sevenoaks; Saffron 
Walden; Streatham: Shirley; Se!sdon; South- 
ampton; Sidcup; Sanderstead: Seven Kirgs} 
Shortlands; Sudbury; Southend-on-Sea; South 
Kensington; Shadwell; Sheringham; S.E.4 
(London). 

Twickenham; Tunbridge Wells; Tonbridge; 
Thornton Heath; Tottenham. 

Ventnor. 

Wolverhampton; Wrexham; Wellingbor. 
ough; Worcester; Wakefield; Winscombe; 
Windermere; Whetstone; Woodford; Waltham 
Abbey; Wood Grecn; Woldingham: Wood- 
thorpe; Welwyn; Worcester Park; Woolwich: 
Welwyn Garden City; Wickham: Waltham- 
stow; Wembley; Worthing; Wandsworth, Win- 
chester; Witlesden: Wallington: Whitten: 
Wimbledon: Westminster; Wanstead; W.C.1 
(Tendon); W.1 (London). 
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News from the Four Corners GROUP NOTES 
HOME COUNTIES Applications | are invited by Frank By J ohn Bar clay 
Air raid precautions still make news, Dawtry, Regional Secretary, of Larks- T° those of us who fought in the Great | sites for open-air meetings in each 


particularly in the local press, so it is 
not surprising to find groups concen- 
trating much of their press propaganda 
on this subject. James A. Brown, secre- 
tary of the regional committee covering 
Eastcote, Hayes, Hillingdon and 
Uxbridge, Ruislip, Ruislip Manor, West 
Drayton and Yiewsley, has secured pub- 
lication of a statement concerning the 
PPU attitude to ARP in local news- 
papers. In one of the papers printing 
this statement there was also a letter on 
European affairs from the Ruislip group 
leader, Pacifists have had at least one 
letter published in the columns of this 
particular newspaper since November. 

Good work in the direction of press 
correspondence is also reported from 
Ashford—ARP again providing the 
subject in some cases. 

Richmond group has just held its 
annual general meeting and is planning 
house-to-house distribution of the Mani- 
festo. This group has now had a room 
put at its disposal by a member. 

Wallington is another group to record 
its first anniversary. Here, too, plans are 
being laid to counter an ARP campaign 
in the district. 


LONDON 


A pacifically-minded young member 
of the labour and cooperative movement 
recently invited members of Eltham 
group to a lecture to be given by a non- 
pacifist speaker. The invitation was 
keenly accepted, and those who went 
were able to give as good as they got 
in the discussion which followed. 

Wimbledon and Raynes Park, in co- 
operation with Wimbledon Pax Players, 
presented three plays last week. 


MIDLANDS 


For South Yorkshire and North Derby- 
shire members a weekend school is 
being held at the Adult School Guest 
House, High Flatts, between Penistone 
and Huddersfield, on May 21 and 22. The 
lecturer will be J. Allen Skinner, former 
chairman of the No More War Move- 
ment. The inclusive cost will be 9s. 


field, Crofton Hall 
Wakefield. 


In memory of the last official act of 
the founder of the movement, Notting- 
ham groups organized a service of Holy 
Communion at St. Peters Church Not- 
tingham, on Monday morning last week. 
There was an attendance of twenty, and 
the Rector not only conducted a very 
inspiring and helpful service, but also 


Estate, Crofton, 


allowed city workers, who were not able | 


to return home for breakfast, to partake 
of this meal within the church precincts. 
It is hoped that this will be the first of 
many such services. 


NORTH-WEST 


At Cheadle Hulme a meeting at which 
organizations ranging from the LNU and 
political parties to Cooperative Guilds, 
Women’s International League, the 
PPU and the Society of Friends will 
each be represented by a speaker, will 
be held on Monday week. This is the 
outcome of a feeling that something 
should be done to stir the public mind 
and prevent the drift to war. 


Members in Fallowfield, Manchester, 
are keen about selling PEACE NEWS. 
They work in pairs, and stand outside a 
cinema. The dramatic section of the 
group has recently presented three 
Plays of St. Francis to a full hall. 


SOUTH 


“Public meeting to consider peace” 
was the description given to an effort of 
the Haslemere PPU. The subject was, 
“The Price of Peace,” and the speakers 
were John Middleton Murry, Dr. D. A. 
Crow, of Brighton, and Max Plowman. 
Mr. G. Whitfield, of Haslemere, was in 
the chair. There was a large and atten- 
tive audience and the Hampshire Region 
of the PPU supported the meeting by 
sending members from Southampton, 
Winchester, Farnham, and Alton. 

At their third attempt only, Dover 
group sold 100 copies of PEACE NEWS 
in three hours, an increase of 28 on. the 
previous effort. 


War certain days in the year remind 
us of experiences which are so deeply 
etched on our memory that the actual 
events recorded there take shape and 
assume a nightmare reality. Thus it is 
that March to me is haunted by visions 
of the 1918 Retreat and the hopeless 
sense of loss when I heard that most of 
my friends had been killed, and August 
brings Paschendaele, with September to 
add to its horrors, and November 
Cambrai with the first tank attack, 
which I shall never forget because of 
the misery seen on the faces of Indian 
cavalrymen, or finally, the time of dig- 
ging trenches in ground so thickly 
strewn with corpses, buried or partially 
buried, that every’ soadeful uncovered 
an arm ora leg war. 

But now for the first time since 1918 
I am getting new and more vivid 
impressions to replace and, I hope, to 
cover up the others. August, 1937, 
Swanwick Camp, has wiped out part of 
Paschendaele; the March “Retreat” is 
subservient in my mind to the Peace 
Pledge Union advance, and, finally, the 
annual general meeting with all -its 
inspiration will do much to remove the 
loss of friends by the host of new ones it 
has made. Because of the reorientation 
in my own mind, I believe it possible 
that the same process can and is taking 
place in this country. The war mentality 
can be replaced by that of pacifism and 
th- events which have led up to our 
present chaos will be forgotten and 
buried by the spirit of good will and 
reconciliation which is growing so 
rapidly all over the country. 


* * x 

Open-air meetings will soon be taking 
place throughout the group areas. This 
year, with 800 groups in existence, we 
should be able to treble our activities 
and make further contact with large 
numbers of people who are as anxious 
as ourselves to find a way to peace other 
than the method of war. 

It is of great importance that the best 


district be chosen and maintained week 
by week. Commons and parks where 
public speaking is allowed should 
become synonymous with the Peace 
Pledge Union platform, poster parades 
of almost daily occurrence, manifestos 
and pamphlets in everyone’s hands and 
a panel of speakers detailed in advance 
to put forward our case, aS well as to 
answer questions with humour and 
understanding. 


Reports of any meetings held should 
be sent to me as soon as possible so that 
we can keep all our groups informed of 
progress made in other parts of the 
country. If with all this we can combine 
a steady growth of membership and 
group study, the autumn should see us 
so established in the public mind that 
the daily press not only reports us but 
comes to us for information of progress 
on the peace front. 


A Cali to Women 


“Human life and modern mechanized 
warfare cannot co-exist on the earth. 
The one must cease or the other. It is 
for the women to choose.” 


This challenge is made to women by 
Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence in a leaflet 
published by the PPU entitled: “A Call 
to. Women to Resist War.” The leaflet is 
obtainable from headquarters at one 
shilling per hundred or ten shillings per 
thousand. The’ article originally 
appeared in PEACE NEWS of March 12. 


Power, like a desolating pestilence, 

Pollutes what’er it touches; 
obedience, 

Bane of all genius, virtue, freedom, 
truth, 

Makes slaves of men, and, of the human 
frame, 

A mechanical automaton. 

—Shelley, Queen Mab. 


and 


The 


Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.| 
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PEACE NEWS 


An Indefatigable 
Champion 


“1 cry of protest has gone up in 
Switzerland against a ban which 
has been put upon Professor 
Johannes Ude, the  emtnent 
teacher who was formerly con- 
nected with the University of 

_ Gras, Austria. 

Internationally known as a Roman 

‘ Catholic pacifist, he was for- 
bidden to speak in public within 
their dioceses by the Bishops of 
Basel and Lugano, St. Gallen 
and Chur. They even threat- 
ced to forbid the celebration of 
Mass to this Irranciscan theo- 
logian, 


An Austrian professor hus sent us 
the following article on Pro- 
fessor Ude’s fight for peace and 
for the avoidance of economic 
crisis, 


* 


N Feb. 28, Professor Ude had 

his 65th birthday. 

He has acquired four doctor’s degrees. 
He has published more than a hundred 
books and printed works. He has de- 
livered more than 2,000 speeches and 
Jectures at home and abroad, and he has 
spoken at many international congresses. 
He is well known among those who are 
working for a return to sane living and 
for a sound economic order. He is a 
celebrated, a fascinating orator, an in- 
defatigable champion of civil peace and 
peace among the nations. 

His life’s work may be best summed 
up as a constant struggle for peace, 
based on social righteousness and 
brotherly love. With all his force and 
all the means at his disposal he serves 
the peoples of the world according to 
the axioms: “I will honour truth, re- 
gardless of persons,” and “T cannot 
bear injustice.” 


Professor Ude wants right to come 
before might. He wants to prepare the 
way for love. He says: .“ Hatred brings 
forth hatred again, but love brings forth 
love. Yet first of all, justice.” One 
might call him a fanatic for truth and 
justice. When Mussolini invaded Abys- 
sinia, Professor Ude wrote a sharp open 
letter to him, which was printed by 
Dutch, Swiss, and Czech newspapers. 

“What you” (the Duce), wrote Pro- 
fessor Ude, furious about this maraud- 
ing expedition, “are about to do in 
Abyssinia is not permissible from a 
moral point of view. It is a crime not 
only against Abyssinia, but also against 
your own people, even against the whole 
world.” 

And Professor Ude proclaims loudly: 
“ Today’s wars are nothing but profitable 
enterprises well organized by inter- 
national finance.” 

Therefore he was not silent cither 
when the wars broke out in Spain and 
Japan. “Should not the horrors and the 
constant general massacre and all the 
crimes which day by day are committed 


on both sides in Spain be a lesson to 
us?” he asked. 


“Don’t the reinforeements which 
are sent to both the belligerent parties 
by other States show that Europe is 
no more interested in Christianity and 
righteousness and real commonweal, 
bat merely in the carrying out of its 
Policy of power in all circumstances? 
* The fascist States, for their part, help 
Franco; even the Vatican is on his side!” 

Of the general manslaughter com- 
mitted by the Japanese in China, Pro- 
fessor Ude says that 

All that Japan has learnt from the 
cultured States of Christian Europe in 
the course of tho years. 


And, indeed, the Japanese have 
proved to be apt pupils. And now the 
teachers are excited because the 
pupils have learnt their lesson so well! 


of Peace 


And to the European despots he 
openly says: “ That which is carried out 
by the Japanese is not Christian, just as, 
to be sure, what you (the European 
despots) commit in the way of hypocrisy, 
mendacity, and power-worship is not 
Christ-like.” 


* 


Sa deep thinker, and economist 
by profession, Professor Ude 
regards today’s broken-down eco- 
nomy, working alternately by 
inflation and deflation, as the cause 
of the fatal division of mankind 
into capitalists and proletarians, 
which will always promote wars. 
Professor Ude constantly demands an 
existence worthy of a human being’ for 
every man, regardless of his religion, 
language, race, or political profession. 
He is thus a keen champion against the 
production of unsocial luxury goods. 
Necessary, useful goods and those which 
make life easy must be produced, and 
not injurious, useless, and superfluous 
ones. 

In the course of the last few years Pro- 
fessor Ude has occupied himself very 
much with the theories of “free 
economy ” (free money, stable monetary 
standard, free land), believing that by a 
right monetary reform capitalism could 
be done away with and the way set free 
to an economy for real satisfaction of 
needs. 


Besides his fundamental manual, 
Soziologie, Gesellschafts, und Wirt- 
schaftslehre (Sociology, Theories of 


Sociolegy, and Economics) his two book- 
lets, Die grosse Not unserer Zeit und 
deren Uberwindung durch die Freiwirt- 
schaft (The Great Need of Our Times 
and How to Meet it by Free Economy) 
and Geld oder Gold; oder der Weg zur 
Uberwindung der Weltwirtschaftskrise 
(Money or Gold; or The Way Out of 
World Economic Crisis) made a great 
stir. 

Both the latter were confiscated by 
the Austrian Court, and Professor Ude 
had to defend himself before the tri- 
bunal of Graz against the charge that 
by opposing interest he was opposing 
an institution protected by the State. 
But Professor Ude was justified, and 
the booklets were permitted to be cir- 
culated again. 


Only if every man is guaranteed a 
worthy human existence, declares Pro- 
fessor Ude, can there be peace. By over- 
coming capitalism we will realize true 
pacifism based on social righteousness 
and brotherly love, Professor Ude pro- 
claimed a short time ago in an open 
letter to the pacifists of the whole world, 
which was translated into several lan- 
guages and has been sent to all countries. 

Professor Ude is a passionate and in- 
defatigable champion for peace on 
grounds of social justice and brotherly 
love. Immutable natural right and the 
moral claim of Christianity are the lodc-, 
stars of his struggle. To be a champion 
of peace is Professor Ude’s life-work. 

He would be a worthy candidate for 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his 30 years’ 
endeavours toward the realization of 
world peace. 
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CONVERSATION: 
with a “ Yes-But” 


CAN see your point that a whole 
nation of pacifists practising non- 
violent resistance might embarrass an 
invader, inasmuch as it would put the 
whole machinery of the country out of 
action and make it difficult for him to 
consolidate his gains. 


Have you considered, however, that a 
country seeking new territory as an out- 
let for its superfluous population might 
make no bones about polishing off most 
of the existing members of the com- 
munity? In such a case your non-violent 
technique would have accomplished 
precisely nothing. 


This point, typical of many of those 
whom pacifists call “ yes-buts,” is pur- 
sued in the following imaginary con- 
versation between a “yes-but” and a 
pacifist. 


* 


Pacifist: I think you are carrying 
cynicism too far. Actually nations are 
more careful today than ever before of 
shocking public opinion in other coun- 
tries—more than their objective makes 
necessary, I mean. Wholesale slaughter, 
of the kind you suggest, of a completely 
unarmed people would take a lot of 
explaining away. 


Yes-but: In view of recent happen- 
ings you fail to convince me. Would 
you, personally, be prepared to try out 
passive resistance in such a case? 


P.: T have been rather shaken by read- 
ing Ends and Means, by Aldous Huxley. 
It seems to me that passive resistance to 
an invader might fail because the means 
were not compatible with the ends. Lov- 
ing one’s enemy, for instance, in order 
to maintain one’s national possessions is 
a contradiction in terms and positive 
pacifism can mean nothing less than lov- 


‘ ing one’s enemies. 


On the other hand, non-violent resist- 
ance in the negative sense is a purely 
obstructionist policy and is quite as 
likely to arouse vindictiveness in an in- 
vader ag actual military force; more so, 
in fact, because of its essential priggish- 
ness. I don’t really think that the 
pacifist has any right to resist at all until 
the hypothetical invader has proved 
himself to be also an enemy. 


: Y.-B.: But surely the fact that your 
invader has taken the step of advancing 
on to a perfectly peaceful neighbour 
proves that his ideas are entirely con- 
trary to your own as a pacifist? 


P.: That argument might apply 
equally well to my position in regard to 
the present National Government. Many 
of us voted for labour at the last election 
and had therefore no hand in' choosing 
our present legislators. The fact that 
they have instituted large-scale rearma- 
ment proves that their ideas are entirely 
contrary to mine in important respects. 
Nevertheless Iam not at present practis- 
ing non-violent resistance even in re- 
gard to income tax, much less in con- 
nexion with other legislation, much of 
which indeed, I heartily endorse. 


Y.-B.; But surely you differentiate be- 
tween a government of your own coun-, 
trymen, who are doing their best for, 


your empire according to their lights,’ 


even if their views do differ from your 
own, and a foreign invader, who is 
bound even under the best conditions to 
put the interests of his own country first. 


P.: I believe that the pacifist may only. 
practise resistance where his conscience 
is touched—where, in fact, a moral issue 
is concerned. Surely the act of invasion 
is not in itself immoral? Oh, I know all 
our traditional ideas say that it is, based 
as they are on property rights; but the 
pacifist is supposed to have imbibed a 
new set of notions regarding --“ mine” 
and “ yours,” a new code of values based 
upon non-attachment to material posses- 
sions. If he is true to this code he can 


have no grounds for complaint in the . 


exchange of a national government—not 
of his own choosing—for a foreign 
government with which he is equally 
out of sympathy. 


Y.B.: Where then would you draw the 
line? 


P.: In both cases, to my mind, passive 
resistance should only be applied where 
the individual feels turther cooperation 
to be wrong jor him, and where that 
point comes he must decide for himself. 


Y.B.: Then you would cooperate with 
the devil himself up to that point? 


P.: Most certainly—and if he is the 
practical fellow I take him for he will 
respect my resistance when it comes 
doubly from the very fact that I have 
proved so practical and obliging an ally 
up to that point. The devil apart, more- 
over, I refuse to believe that anyone's 
nature is black all through. 


Y.-B.: Well, welcoming the invader 
with open arms may be very pretty in 
theory, but are you really honest in sup- 
posing such behaviour to be either wise 
or expedient? 


P.: No, I suppose nothing of the kind. 
In fact, having had no experience of 
such a situation I should merely be try- 
ing out what I feel to be a thoroughly 
worth-while experiment, I am not, how- 
ever, concerned with either worldly 
wisdom or expediency, both qualities 
which would, I believe, prove broken 
reeds for the pacifist at a testing time. 


I am convinced that in order to stand 
the strain of practical application paci- 
fism must be based upon an inner con- 
viction of its spiritual value, and not 
merely upon a blind faith in the achiev- 
ing of materialist ends by non-violent 
means. 

Y.-B.: It’s been an interesting chat 
and now I must go to my gas drill’ I 
suppose you disapprove? 

P.: I ean hardly insist on being 


allowed to do what’s right for me and . 
. deny you the same privilege. I can only 


say with George Fox when asked if a 
Friend should wear a sword, “ Wear it 
as long as thou canst.” 


MARGARETTA H. BENNETT. 


Here’s the Answer 


SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 


One sometimes meets the statement 
that the struggle for, existence goes on 
in the human as well as in the sub- 
human world, and that war is the 


Radio 


New Talks Series for Discussion Groups 


It is interesting to note that the 
practice of group listening has been 
frowing very widespread in recent 
months. Grouns were snecially formed, 
for instance, to listen to the recently 
finished series on “the Way of Peace.” 

Since the apnointment of the Central 
Committee for Group Listening little 
more than a year ago, the number of 
listening groups has grown from 408 to 
756. 

The BBC announces that the three 
series of talks for discussion grouns to 
be broadcast during the April to June 
quarter will be entitled ‘The Wild Life 
Around Us,” “ The Poet and His Public,” 
and “ Transport.” 


Rambling clubs and similar bodies are 
expected to take advantage of the first 
series, which will be designed to meet 
their requirements. 

A pamphlet dealing with the talks is 
obtainable from the BBC. 


Technical Collaboration 


A World Convention of Radio 
Engineers was closed in Sydney Univer- 
sity, Australia, on- Thursday. : 

Delegates attended the convention, 
which was the first to be held in the 
British Empire, from Britain, Dutch 
East Indies, Holland, and the U.S.A., as 
well as all the Australian States. 


method by which nature sclects the 
fittest human beings. 


This objection to pacifism ignores the 
fact that war kills the young and 
strong and “selects” only the women, 
children, and such men as are unable 
to bear arms. 


This reply usually calls forth the 
argument that war really selects the 
best groups, governments, and cultures. 
Aldous Huxley, in his pamphlet, What 
are you going to do about it? 
emphasizes that if war really does select, 
it does so very erratically. 


What usually happens, however, is 
that victors settle down among the 
vanquished as a ruling minority, and 
soon become ethnically assimilated by 
the latter. 


“Of the cultures by which the modern 
world has been most profoundly 
influenced,” says Mr, Huxley, “ two—the 
Hebrew and the Greek—were the 
cultures of peoples who suffered final 
and complete military defeat at the 
hands of their enemies.” 
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WOMEN 


wonder how many members of 
I the PPU could say off-hand 

why Dick Sheppard’s first in- 
vitation to sign the peace pledge 
was addressed to men and not to 
women? 

If I had been asked a month ago 
I am afraid I should have said: 
“Well, I really don’t remember, 
but I suppose since it’s men that 
are called on to fight, it was 
natural to call on men to refuse to 
fight.” It was only the other day 
when I came to re-read the letter 
to men which Dick sent out in 
October, 1934, that I realized what 


had been in his mind. 

The answer I might have given a 
month ago would have been a poor 
answer: for Dick wasn’t asking people 
to refuse to fight but to renounce war. 
It is possible to refuse to fight without 
renouncing war, and it is possible to 
renounce war without having an oppor- 
tunity to refuse to fight. 


To renounce war is not just to say: 
“T refuse to fight,” or even: “I refuse 
to make munitions ”; it is to repudiate 
war in what the dictionary describes 
as “a complete and formal manner ”; 
it is to reject war “ with condemnation 
and abhorrence.” 


* 

ig proved hideously easy in 1914- 

1918 to support and sanction 
war without fighting. There were 
people who didn’t fight—there were 
even people who would have re- 
fused to fight if they had been 
asked to—who yet accepted war 
without question, even with enthu- 
siasm. Their hearts were in the 
war; they hated the enemy; if 
wishes could have killed they would 


have killed. 


And though we cannot say that 
there were people who fought and yet 
who renounced war (for renunciation 
does involve not fighting) we can 
quite truthfully say that there were 
people who fought who were 
infinitely nearer the renunciation of 
war than some who would have 
refused to fight. 

No, the reason that Dick didn’t.at first 
ask women to sign the peace pledge was 
not that women are not called upon to 
fight. It was because, speaking broadly, 
he took the pacifism of women for 
granted. 

“Up till now,” he said, “the peace 
movement has received its main sup- 
port from women.” It seemed to him 
“high time that men should throw their 
weight into the scales against war.” He 
wrote his letter to find out how many 
of what seemed to him the less 
obviously peace-loving sex were ready 
to renounce war. 

* 


T= was not until there was a big 
staff ready to deal with pledge 
cards, to file them, acknowledge 
them, and get them housed, that 
Dick embarked on the appeal to 
women. He anticipated an enor- 
mous response, 
It was decided in advance that as 
soon as the women’s signatures had 


reached the same number as the men’s, 
women should be asked to sign only 


‘when they could bring in a correspond- 


ing number of new. men signatories 


PEACE NEWS 


Speaking Personally 


AND THE PEACE PLEDGE 


The First of Three 
Articles by 
SUSAN MILES 


along with them. Each woman was to 
be responsible for securing a man’s 
signature. 

It may be remembered that the first 
batch of women’s pledge cards included 
an undertaking to “do all in my power 
to persuade others” to renounce war. 
The “others” whom Dick had in his 
mind when he drafted the pledge were, 
in the main, men. 

More than two years passed between 
the issue of the invitation to women 
and Dick’s death: twice as long a time 
as between the issue of the letter to 
men and that of the letter to women. 
Roughly, 100,000 men signed in one 
year; roughly 20,000 women signed in 


two years. The total number of signa- | 


over. There are probably a good many 
factors involved and we shall be doing 
a useful bit of work in getting them 
analysed. 

Dick himself was puzzled and a good 
deal disappointed at the fewness of the 
women who responded to his appeal. 
Only a short time before he died he said 
that he would very soon write another 
letter repeating his invitation. The 
writing of that letter was prevented by 
Dick’s death. 

Will women pacifists who have not 
signed the pledge take this article as 
a message from Dick, given through a 
woman who heard him say that he 
Meant to write it? If you have 
scruples about the principle, you 
can’t, of course, sign till you are sure. 
But if it is just a question of putting 
off, or thinking it not worth while, get 
a card and sign at once. 


* 
final word—this time to men 


pacifists. Do you think it 


** Angels Unite "—7 


Drawa-by ARTHUR WRAGG 


“They want more babies—they’ve finished 
the last lot.’’ 


tories at the date of writing this article 
is given by headquarters as 117,000. 


* 


NEXT week I shall discuss what 

I believe to be one explana- 
tion of the comparatively small 
number of women signatories. I 
shall try to show that the reasoning 
which I believe to be holding back 
many women from signing is not 
sound reasoning. 


Meanwhile, perhaps other readers of 
PEACE NEWS will think the question 


desirable that women should sign 
the peace pledge? If not, are you 
sure that you know why you think 
it doesn’t matter? Does your own 
pledge mean more to you than; “I 
won’t fight? ” 

Tf you think, with Dick, that women 
Signatories matter a great deal, is there 
any woman—mother, wife, sister, friend, 
colleague—to whom you could say: 


“Dick wanted women pacifists to sign. 
Won't you sign?” 


This would be a simple way, but a 
good way, of carrying on Dick's work. 


The Strike Method in History —3 


THE ‘“‘ HANDS OFF RUSSIA” 
MOVEMENT 


LTHOUGH this movement never 
developed into a general strike it 
deserves a place in this series. 


It was a popular and widely organized 
movement, not to stop all war, but at 
least to stop one particular war against 
one particular nation—namely, the war 
waged by Mr. Lloyd George's Coalition 
Government against the Russian 
Government of Lenin, immediately after 
the “ War to End War.” 


The British Government was in 1919 
sending men, money and munitions to 
aid the White Russian Generals Denikin 
and Wrangel against the Bolshevik 
Government, in much the same way as 
the German and Italian Governments 
are now aiding General Franco. Later, 
the British encouraged the Polish 
Government to invade Russia. 


Bd we oe 


At the Labour Party Conference of 
June, 1919, the greatest trade unions in 
the country passed a resolution which 
suggested that the industrial power of 
the whole trade union movement should 
be used to stop this intervention. At this 
time one of the more moderate Labour 
leaders, Mr. J. R. Clynes, said that by 
this the conference “ was aiming a blow 
at democracy.” 


Intervention continued. In November, 
1919, a National Hands Off Russia Com- 
mittee was formed. Soon 6,500,000 trade 
unionists were preparing to resist. <A 
network of 350 Councils of Action spread 
throughout the country. 


The whole movement received tre- 
mendous impetus when British dockers 
refused to load the s.s. Jolly George with 
munitions for Poland. 

The reason for this was that the Poles 
had invaded Russia. On May 10, 1920, 
they captured Kiev. H.M. King George V 
sent a congratulatory telegram to them. 
British troops were employed to break 
a dockers’ strike at Danzig aimed 
against supplying the Polish Govern- 
ment with munitions. 


Then the war took an unexpected 
turn. The Poles were driven out of Kiev 
and the Russian army advanced rapidly 
on Warsaw. On August 3 the British 
Foreign Secretary, Lord Curzon, inter- 
vened on behalf of the Poles and sug- 
gested, under threat of armed interven- 
tion the “Curzon Line” as the Russo- 
Polish frontier. 

At the same time Lord D’Abernon and 
the brilliant Frenchman, General Wey- 
gand, were dispatched to organize the 
defence of Warsaw. This they did with 
such success that on August 14 the Rus- 
sians were heavily defeated and forced 
to retreat. 

In England these events caused pro- 
found feeling throughout the Labour 
movement. The Joint Committee of 
the TUC, the Labour Party Executive, 
and the Parliamentary Party decided 
on August 9 to use “the whole indus- 
trial power of the organized workers 
to defeat this war.” 

At a conference immediately after, 
the chairman of the Labour Party Exe- 
cutive said, “If the powers that be en- 
deavour to interfere too much, if they 
cannot run the country in a peaceful and 
humane way without interfering with 
the lives of other nations, we will be 
compelled to chance whether we cannot 
do something to take the country into 
our own hands for our own people.” 


It cannot be said that this expression 
of feeling stopped the war, but it stopped 
intervention, which would have involved 
still greater loss of life. Nor should it 
be overlooked that it was the socialist 
character of the Russian Gevernment 
which attracted sympathy. 


Because today it happens to be socialist 
and democratic ‘countries that are in- 
vaded and threatened the Labour move- 
ment now demands a policy of interven- 
tion exactly similar in every other re- 
spect to Lord Curzon’s. Could the 
Labour Party not turn about as Mr. 
Clynes did, after denouncing industrial 
action against intervention in 1919? 

Only a year later in August, 1920, he 
said, “No Parliamentary or political 
measures, we felt, could be effective in 
themselves to save the country from 
being committed to war against its will.” 
Could not that be said by some leader 
again, this time in support of a “Stop 
All War Movement”? 


S. D. U. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing and Advertisement 
Offices: 


17, Featherstone Buildings, Londen, 
W.C.1. 


Telephone: Holborn 8627. 


Subscription Rates: 


Quarterly: 3s. 3d. Yearly: 12s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter 
what their approach. Its activity is not 
confined to the registration of those who are 
opposed to war, but promotes and encourages 
a constructive peace policy. Members are 
attached to local groups designed to achicve 
a communal peace mentality and extend the 
influence of pacifism by propaganda and 

personal example. 


Give your pledge on a post-card:— 
I renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to The Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W_1. 
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The Anglo-Italian 
Agreement 


PDOCUMENTS containing-the terms of 
the agreement reached between this 
country and Italy during the talks of 
the past month were expected to be 
ready for signature this weekend. 
While exact details of the agreement 
are therefore not yet available, the 
broad outlines of it are already known. 
These, according to The Times, are 


mainly as follows:— 

The free use of the Mediterranean is, in 
fact, for both Powers; and in order to 
guarantee such use at all times the Powers 
confirm again the Suez Canal Convention 
of 1885 (establishing unhindered passage 
in peace and war for both merchant vessels 
and warships) and they seek to avoid a 
race in Mediterranean fortifications by ex- 
changing all information about any future 
building plans. For the present the forti- 
fications on the various islands will be 
maintained. 

The two Governments confirm the Anglo- 
Italian Treaty of 1927 by which they agreed 
to respect the character of the Arab States. 

Great Britain will make it clear (what 
has hardly been in doubt) that any plans 
for the future of Palestine will not preju- 
dice Italy's position in the Near East. 

The recognition of Abyssinia was never 
much in doubt. 

The Italian Government, who have already 
withdrawn several hundred troops from 
Libya, may wish to keep their garrisons 
somewhat above the normal peace time 
strength until the agreement is actually in 
force; thereupon the garrisons will be 
finally reduced to about half the strength 
at which they stood a month ago. 


On the British side, it is stipulated that 
the agreement shall not be held to be in 
torce until the Italian Government have 
fulfilled their promise to withdraw their 
troops and war material from Spain. 

Both Governments agree not to interfere 


in any Spanish territory, in Europe or 

across the Mediterranean. 

What sort of peace has Mr. Cham- 
beriain’s policy apparently brought 
forth? 

A convention and a treaty have been 
“confirmed,” and an “undoubted” fact 
“made clear.” No change there; and 
consequently no reason to expect any 
more peace than we have had hitherto 
out of those agreements. 


Fortifications are still to be main- 
tained, though made _ public. Power 
politics is not made into peace politics 
by merely making the extent of the 
power known. 


A conquest has been recognized as 
legal. While that undoubtedly will 
make for good will between this coun- 
try and Italy, it must inevitably en- 
courage the idea that needs—real or 
imaginary—can legitimately be met by 
war. And if the report is true that this 
country has for some time been running 
a quiet little war against certain Arab 
tribes with a view to extending our con- 
trol of Arabian territory, and that this 
conquest is to be secognized by Italy in 
return for our recognition of Abyssinia, 
the whole war-breeding method of 


(Continued foot of next col.). 


PEACE NEWS 


HIE problem of the bombing 

aeroplane, with its corollary 

of absolutely indiscriminate 
warfare, has presented the pacifist 
with one of his most powerful 
arguments against war, but it has 
also brought him up against a very 
thorny problem. 


Since European governments have 
decided that, in the interests of their 
subjects, it may be necessary for them 
to indulge in an orgy of mutual destruc- 
tion, it is quite obvious that some 
attempt must be made to clear up the 
inevitable mess. 


That effort nas gradually crystallized 
into the present ARP schemes and is one 
of the questions most frequently put to 
pacifist platforms. Should the pacifist 
take part in ARP? 


* 


HE first reaction to this 

question is obviously a desire 
to help alleviate the suffering amongst 
innocent civilians that is part of war. 
The second reaction is the fear of 
becoming “entangled in the military 
machine.” 5 


Dislike of the government's plan for 
civilian protection is enhanced by the 
fact that such plans are, in them- 
selves, an easy method of placing the 
whole population under direct govern- 
ment contro!; in other words, they 
must, by their very nature, be a con- 
venient camouflage for-conscription or 
its equivalent. 

In general they tend toward fascism 
and away from individual freedom. 

The pacifist has been fortunate in 
being able to find various reasons (or 
excuses) for boycotting and opposing 


The Chairman 
of the Peace Pledge Union, 


Stuart BD. 
Morris 


wil write in PEACS NEWS 


next week 


(Continued from previous col.) 
power politics is further strengthened. 
But the tragic farce of the whole 
thing lies in the fact that non-inter- 
vention in Spain has been solemnly 
agreed to—as if it hadn’t been “agreed 
to” a’l the time, the two countries 
even sharing with others the duties 

of “ensuring” non-intervention. 


And anyhow, the agreement does not 
come into force until the Italians have 
withdrawn from their task of helping 
to force on Spain a government that can 
te relied upon to be favourable to Italy’s 
policy. 

Yet Mr. Chamberlain has kindly 
offered to eat his hat if his policy of 
peace talks with Italy is not successful. 
Are we to assume that that is what he 
calls success? If so, what are we arming 
for now that peace is “assured”? We 
can only conclude that the agreement 
is no more than an Anglo-Italian bar- 
gain. Not even the causes of Anglo- 
Italian friction have been removed—with 
the single exception of Abyssinia—let 
alone the causes of war as a whole. That 
is why pacifists will continue to urge— 
as does the PPU Manifesto—that, while 
the policy of peace tas must go on, 
those talks must be on a wider basis 
and, as suggested by the Van Zeeland 
Report, must be brought to a climax in 
a world peace treaty that will prevent 
war instead of merely marking the end 
of a war, 
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AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


by Captain 
Philip. Mumford 


these proposals. The chief accusations 
against the government are: 
1. That its arrangements for protection are 


totally inadequate and, indeed, that no ade- 
quate steps are possible; 


2. Consequently, that these elaborate 
arrangements are lulling the population into a 
false sense of security; and 


3. That the main purpose behind the 
scheme is not civilian protection but a deliber- 
ate trap to get the whole population united 
behind the government. 


I propose to examine these points in 
turn, arbitrarily leaving out of con- 
sideration the further objection that 
ARP foster a war mentality. 


* 


Wilh regard to the first point, 

it is now universally re- 

cognized that the main objective of 

aerial warfare will be the morale of the 
eremy population. 


Gas was used in Abyssinia, but has not 
been used in Spain or China. 


I think we may take it that the main 
reason for the omission in Spain is 
political; it would be difficult for Franco 
to gas people to whom he poses as a suc- 
couring angel. High explosives, equally 
effective in the slaughter of Spaniards, 
can be explained away more easily as 
“aimed at Military objectives.” 


We must, I believe, face the fact that 
gas, incendiary, and high explosive 
bombs will all be used in a European 
conflict, though it seems likely that 
incendiary and high explosive bombs 
will play a larger part than was at first 
envisaged or is yet admitted by the 
authorities resvonsible forsARP. It is, I 
think, reasonably obvious that no pre- 
cautions can bring any measure of 
safety against these latter and that 
therefore the present precautions are 
well-nigh nullified. 


As regards any hopes of minimizing 
the effects of gas, we have a _ conflict 
between the evidence brought by sup- 
perters of the government proposals and 
other experts, notably the Cambridge 
Scientists. 


Whatever may be the true position, 
pacifists are in a very weak positien 
if they oppose the precautions on the 
grounds of their inefficiency, for this 
is not the true reason for their opposi- 
tion, and should the government 
be able to produce more efficient 
methods in due course, the pacifist 
opposition will find itself in a most 
difficult positicn. 


It must be recognized that perhaps 
the greatest danger of all is not the 
immediate air attack but the appalling 
aftermath with its moral degeneration, 
general chaos, and resultant starvation 
and disease. 


* 


"WHIS brings us to the second and 

third points, and we must, in 

fairness to any government, realize that 
if aerial bombardment of cities takes 
place the government is responsible for 
all consequent situations, and that it 
will have to cope with populations in 


the extremes of moral and physical 
degradation. 


It would obviously be impossible for 
any government to admit this in 
advance, and it is equally obvious that 
the government must obtain the maxi- 
mum control over the unfortunate 
human beings who will be in such dire 
need of guidance and regulation. 


It is not difficult, therefore, to accuse 
the government of withholding the 
truth from the mass of the people but 
not so easy to substantiate an accusa- 
tion of deliberate bad faith or Machia- | 
vellian tactics. Pacifists who claim fair- | 


ness to opponents must recognize these 
facts. 


Here we must examine the pacifist’s 
difficulty of allowing himself to become 
entangled in the military machine. It 
should be recognized, however, that 
modern wars, being totalitarian, and alk 
citizens being almost inextricably 
involved in the social and economic life 
of the community, it is impossible for 
most, if not all of us, to live a consistent 
pacifist life. 


We are involved in the military 
machine when we drink tea or beer and 
thereby subscribe to rearmament. It is, 
in fact, hardly possible to make any 
financial transaction, however humble, 
without the repercussions of our action 
being felt throughout the system which 
includes our military organizations. 


The problem is not then the simpie 
one of saying “Yes” or “No” to the 
prevailing international standards, but 
of drawing some line of conduct apt to 
our personal conscience and particular 
situation. 


We must live up to our ideals of what 
is right and this “right” includes love 
of our neighbours however difficult those 
neighbours may be. The democratic 
principles, which most pacifists acknow- 
ledge, remind us that we have special 
duties as a minority—a consideration 
that must be taken seriously. 


Here, then, we have the old problem 
of rendering unto Cesar the things that 
are Cesar’s and unto God the things 
that are God’s; a problem only soluble 
individually. No considerations of 
politics or exnediency should be allowed 
to interfere with personal freedom in 
this most delicate decision and, indeed, 
any form of general persuasion, either 
direct or indirect, should be discouraged 
by any pacifist body which appreciates 
the fundamental difficulties involved. 


NO HOPE? 


Tnere is no hope for nations! —-sarch 


the page 

Of many thousand years—the dasy 
Scene, 

The flow and ebb of each recurring 
age, 


The everlasting to be which hath been, 

Hath taught us nought, or little: still 
we lean 

On things that rot beneath our weight, 
and wear 

Our strength away in wrestling with 
the air; 

For ‘tis our nature strikes us down: 
the beasts 

Slaughtered in hourly hetacombs for 
feasts 

Are of as high an order—they must go 

Even where their driver goads them, 
though to slaughter. 

Ye men, who pour your blood for 
kings like water, 

What have they given your children 
in return? 2 

A heritage of servitude and woes, 

A blindfold bondage, where your hire 
is blows. 

What! Do not yet the red-hot plough- 
shares burn, 

O’er which you stumble in a false 
ordeal, 

And deem this proof of loyalty the 
real, 

Kissing the hand that guides you to 
your Scars, 


And glorying as you tread the glowing 


bars? 

All that your sires have left you, all 
that time 

Bequeaths of free, and History of 
Sublime, 


Spring from a different theme! Ye 
see and read, 


Admire and sigh, and then succumb 
and bleed!- 
BYRON. 
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“STOP WAR” CALL TO FRENCH TRADE UNIONS 


Rank and File Not Behind 
National Unity Moves 


ANTI-WAR 


CENTRE TO BE SET UP 


CGT, the French trades union congress, “ fully determined not 


A NUMBER of active trade union members belonging to the 


to be intoxicated by a national warmongering spirit,” have 
issued a manifesto calling on French trade unionists to resist war 


moves. 

This follows the appeal of La Patrie 
Humaine, the pacifist newspaper, for 
a union of anti-war forces against the 
tendency to form a government of 
national unity (union sacrée). The 
likelihood of such a government being 
formed has been postponed for the mo- 
ment by M. Daladier’s success in forming 
a ministry excluding the left-wing par- 
ties. 

The trade unionists’ manifesto re- 
mains, significant, however, for it shows 
that when the CGT leaders were calling 
for the union sacrée, they were not 
speaking for all the rank and file in the 
unions. 


“PEACE IS IN 
YOUR HANDS ” 
The manifesto declares that the signa- 
tories have agreed on the following:— 
1. To create a Trade Union Centre for 
Action against War, directed against all 
jingoist movements on the one hand, and 
passivity or surrender on the other. 


2. This Centre to have as its aim the im- 
mediate undertaking of an anti-war cam- 
paign in accordance with the following 
points 

War would not solve any problems. Peace 
has not been established since 1919; it is 
peace that must be built up throughout 
the world. 


The emancipation of the workers will not 
be secured by war. On the contrary, the 
preparation for war is already endangering 
all those points that they have gained. 


The fight against fascism cannot be 
waged by war. The national union, the 
rearmament programme, paralyse class 
action on the part of the proletariat, and 
threaten all liberties. 


3. A provisional organizing committee has 
been constituted. 


4. This committee will have all its news 
items and official notices inserted in the 
workers’ press. 


5. A manifesto is to be published which 
will denounce the mass murder which is 
being prepared, and which will indicate the 
action to be taken in order to avoid it. 


The organizing committee referred to 
asks active war resisters to communicate 
with it, so that action can immediately 
be taken. 


“Workers, peace is in your hands,” 
concludes the document. “No gov- 
ernment can accept war against our 
will, i? that will is firmly expressed. 
Let us by our resolute attitude, oblige 
the aiders and abettors of war, who- 
ever they may be, to accept the sacri- 
fices necessary for peace.” 


SURE OF 
SUPPORT 


The manifesto stands neither for peace 
through war, nor for liberty through ac- 
cepting military slavery, points out the 
editor of La Patrie Humaine, Louis 
Loréal, who was himself recently im- 
prisoned for advocating war resistance. 


He adds that the manifesto is sure 
to receive “a vast measure of support.” 


The dangers of the Popular Front 
were foreseen by La Patrie Humaine 
when the first such government was 
formed. “We warned our readers,” 
writes Louis Loréal, “how dangerous to 
peace this political formation would 
prove to be, born as it was of fear, and 
given to using the most ridiculous catch- 
words. 

“ We sounded the alarm then because 
we were already aware that this march- 
ing of the rank and file behind national 
flags, to the tune of a Marseillaise which 
grew ever louder, was setting up in the 
minds of the people a psychosis of such 
a jingoist and jacobin nature that it was 
bound to lead to a new union sacrée— 
a union of all parties for patriotic 
reasons. 


“ Subsequently, as we saw the shap- 
ing of events, we asserted our con- 
viction that trade unionism could not 
only enable us to avoid the impending 
catastrophe; but could also bring about 
the people’s hope of social justice. 


“On the other hand, we were sure 


| 


P.P.U. Sponsors 


GORGE LANSBURY, Stuart 
Morris. and Captain Philip 
Mumford, having been elected to 
the positions of president, chair- 
man, and treasurer respectively, 
were not included in the list of 
Sponsors of the Peace Pledge 
Union published last week. 
They are, of course, 
ex-officio. 


Sponsors, 


South African 


Interest in 
Pacifist’s Tour 


From Our Own Correspondents 


HOUGHL sharp antagonism 

has been ar oused in some 

quarters, the liveliest interest 
has been shown in the pacifist mission- 
ary tour of South Africa being made by 
the Rev. John Mellor, a well-known 
member of the British Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 


The strenuous nature of the tour 
may be gathered from the fact that, 
by the time he reached Pietermaritz- 
burg, Mr. Mellor had addressed 21 
meetings in sixteen days. Between 
one and two thousand people have at- 
tended these meetings. 


In three or four of the centres so far 
visited there is a reasonable likelihood 
of FoR branches being started and con- 
tinuing the work now begun. 


Although people are becoming less 
ready to listen to the pacifist message, 
especially as anger against Germany 
fains the mastery, Mr. Mellor feels the 
mission to be worth while. 


MAKING PEOPLE THINK 


“People are being provoked out of 
their imperialistic and sub-Christian 
complacency,” he writes, “and caused 
‘furiously to think,’ and often furiously 
to speak back! The shameful compro- 
mise of many ministers of Christian 
Churches is in marked contrast to the 
awakened conscience of many alert 
minds both inside and outside the 
churches.” 


PRESS INTERESTED 

Typical of the interest shown was a 
meeting held in Pietermaritzburg by the 
South African section of the War Resist- 
ers’ International. About 120 people 
attended, and Mr Mellor’s address was 
followed by numerous questions. 

A local newspaper, The Natal Wit- 
ness, gave the movement a sub-leader 
on the day of the meeting, and 
also pubtished the whole of Dick 
Sheppard’s Candid Letter to the Men 
who Matter. 

The editor himself attended the meet- 
ing, which was the first held by the 
South African section of the WRI. Press 
reports appeared in four papers. 


that the Bolshevist Party, after the 
Franco-Soviet alliance, could do no 
other than approve anything destined to 
increase the potential military power of 
France, whose people would be called 
upon to fight and be killed in defence 
of Stalin’s politics. 

“The course of events has, unfortun- 
ately, shown us to be right. We have 
seen the parties of the extreme Left 
check any strike movement. Wherever 
any difficult fellow rose to say that the 
proletariat had been betrayed by those 
who claim to be its leaders, his words 
have been branded as provocative. We 
have heard the most wildly warlike 
speeches delivered in the name of anti- 
fascism.” 


HOW BIRMINGHAM IS HELPING TO MAKE "PEACE NEWS“ 
WELL KNOWN. 


A poster on a pominent hoarding in the second largest city in England. 


- Governments to 
Aid Refugees 


HE British Government wishes to 
work as closely as possible with the 
United States Government in the setting 
up of an international committee to aid 
refugees from Germany and Austria. 


It was announced last week that Lord 
Halifax, Foreign Secretary, had advised 
the American Ambassador of this. 


The proposal to set up a committee 
was originally made by Mr. Cordell Hull, 
USS. Secretary of State. Fifteen govern- 
ments have accepted invitations to send 
representatives to the committee. 


The British and American Govern- 
ments have agreed that the working of 
existing agencies should not be inter- 
fered with. According to present ar- 
rangements voluntary organizations will 
raise the funds necessary to deal with 
the refugee problem. 


Photo: E. H. & H. E. Fletcher. 


CHURCH SUPPORT 
FOR PEACE 
CONGRESS 


CANON C. E. Raven, Regius Professor 

of Divinity at Cambridge and a 
Sponsor of the Peace Pledge Union, is to 
preach at the special united service in 
connexion with this year’s National 
Peace Congress at Bristol. The service 
is to be held at St. Peter’s (City), on 
May 29. 

Support for the Congress from all 
the churches has been urged in mes- 
sages signed by the Bishops of 
Birmingham, Chichester, and Bristol, 
by the chairman of the Congregational 
and Baptist Unions and the President 
of the Methodist Conference. 


A special feature of this year’s congress 
will be a Schools’ Demonstration to be at- 
tended by over 2.000 Bristol school children, 
which is being held in the Colston Hall on 
May 27, under the joint management of the 
City Education Committee and the congress 
authorities. 

Full particulars of the congress are obtain- 
able from the National Peace Council, 39 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


SCHOOLS 


BELONGING TO THE 


SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 
IN GREAT BRITAIN 
(with numbers, age-ranges, and non-Friend Fees). 


BOYS’ SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS. 


Ackworth School, nr. monfetiady 
Bootham School, York . 
Leighton Park School, Reading | 


oe. . 199: 9-18: 
‘oe on 144: 12-19: 
150: 12-19: 


£110 
£165 
£189 


GIRLS’ SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS. 


Ackworth School, nr. Pontefract 
The Mount School, York An 


oe an 172: 9-18: 
118; 13-19; 


£110 
£153 


CO-EDUCATIONAL SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS. 


Friends’ School, Gt. Ayten, Yorks. 


Friends’ School, Saffron Walden, Essex .. 


Sidcot School, Winscombe, Somerset 
Friends’ School, Wigton, Cumb. 


ae oe 160: 9-17; 
aps 208: 10-18: £99 
(Junior) 30: 7-10: £99 
160: 10-18: £123 
7-17: £82 1s, 


£81 


oe ee 110: 


CO-EDUCATIONAL “ MODERN ” BOARDING SCHOOL, 


Friends’ School, Sibford, nr. Banbury 


158: 10-17: £81 


Apply to SCHOOL, or to SECRETARY, Friends Education Council, 
40, Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1, 


el agent gn Rete; 


es TA 
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Woman’s Point of View 


PEACE 


A PLEA FOR PLAIN 


With the object of finding out what children 
think of war,.a group of 341 children near 
London were recently asked what they 


} would do if they were grown up and Great 
Britain were involved in war. 


“I would serve my country,” 300 of them 

‘ answered. Only 32 said they would take 
no part in the war and 12 of these said they 
would be ‘conscientious objectors. 


When asked what adjectives they thought 
would describe war, a large group of 
children gave this list: “Horrible” 380; 
“heroic” 182; “dreadful” 362; “wicked” 354; 
“thrilling” 59; “savage” 333; “glorious” 9; 
“foolish” . 285, “wise” 9; useless 280; 

» “splendid”. 4. 


vent ~—Practical Housekeeping, March 19. 


, HESE are enlightening 
| _words. _ Not so much because 
_& they reveal what children, or 
more probably, what the teachers 
and parents of these children, think 
but because they show how a cur- 
rent cliché can be accepted as a con- 
viction; because they show a tragic 
lack of thought hidden by vague 
nobility of phrase. 


“Would you serve your country?” 


What does that question really mean? 
I suggest it covers a number of ques- 
tions that sound less lofty, less noble~ 
but questions that can be answered. 


For I contend that the question: 
“Would you serve your country?” is 
unanswerable save by those children 
and grown-ups who have accepted it on 
its face value, and who answer “ Yes” 
because they have been taught to 
answer “Yes” is the right answer. Much 
as they have been taught to answer 
“ Quite well, thank you” to the question, 
“How are you?” 


In place of this question, I would ask 
a number of questions. 


QUESTIONS FOR GROWN-UPS 


“HE hypothesis is, if Great Britain 
were involved in war, or, in other 
words, if muddled thinking and dis- 
honest dealing had left the govern- 
ment with suicide as the only way out 
(not, of course, individual suicide, 
which though deplorable might be 
excusable, but national suicide—war): 
Would you then be prepared to take 
your government’s word that war is 
the only solution of their problem? (Are 
you a willing sheep or a thinking 
animal called man?); 


Would you want to know exactly 
' what you were asked to fight for? (Or 
‘would you say hopefully, “Of course, 
they know. best ’’?) 


Would you swallow without nausea 
any of these suggestions: that you were 
fighting for— (a) freedom, (b) demo- 
cracy, (c) a war to end war, (d) a war to 
end fascism, (e€) a war to end com- 
munism? (Or would you have a vague 
idea that you’d heard all that before?) 


Are you likely, longing as you may do 
for truth, to be umable to discover the 
real aims of this hypothetical war? 
(Under this heading are you in the habit 
of believing all that you read in your 
newspaper? The cure for this very 
common weakness is to read four news- 
papers every day.) 

Are you then prepared to do any of 
the following to serve a catchword con- 
cealing an unknown and very doubtful 
policy: 

1. To do as you are told, rather than 

think ? 


2. To kill, either in cold blood, or in weary 
desperation heartened by a ration of 
rum ? 

3. To stick a bayonet into the stomach of a 
man who is as puzzled and ignorant as 
you are, and who has the same quality 
of sheep-like obedience ? 

4. To bomb, remembering that bombing 
can seldom be discriminate? Do you 
believe that if an “enemy” mother sees 
her children blown to pieces by your 
bomb, that she will realize you are 
bringing her the inestimable gitt of 
“democracy” or whatever catchword 
you are bombing to save? 


Do you believe that if a fight is taking 
place in your next-door neighbour’s 
house that the sensible remedy is to use 
‘a machine-gun on the whole street? 


Do you believe that some people make 


SPEAKING 


a lot out of war? If the answer to this 
is “Yes,” answer the question, “ What 
do you get out of it?” 


If your political or religious opinions 
are different from those of the next 
man, do you consider that you have con- 
vinced him when you have killed his 
brother and his wife? 


These questions I would like to put, 
not to children, but to the grown-ups 
who mouth the catchwords to the 
children. 


A RISK FOR PEACE 


[ CAN think of only one justification 

for the man or woman who says he 
will “serve his country” by joining in 
war. 

I imagine them saying, indeed, I have 
heard them say, “War is barbarous, 
bloody, useless, and futile. I don’t want 
it. I loathe it. It’s not of my making. 
But what else can I do but join in?” 


Given the simple answer, “If you 
believe war is all that, don’t join in,” 
they say: “But what will happen if we 
say ‘No’'?” 

I say this to them: “You are pre- 
pared to join in war, not knowing 


what for, and not knowing what will 


happen. Why are you unwilling to 
join in opposing war on exactly 
the same terms? Why are you pre- 
pared to take a risk for war and not 
for opposing war?” 


We know the answer. The catch- 
words for making war sound fine and 
noble and heroic are hoary’ and 
respected. There are no catchwords to 
urge you to oppose war and stand for 
peace. You arrive at that conclusion by 
thinking, and thinking is tougher 
exercise than bayonet drill. 


We have been trying to get our ideas 
clear about war, but what of our ideas 
of peace? There are two popular con- 
ceptions of peace, one is a graveyard, 
and the other is a deckchair in the back 
garden, the sun shining and someone 
else mowing the lawn. Both these posi- 
tions have much to commend them, but, 
alas, peace is not quite so effortless. 


Wars are fought either to keep what 
you have or get what you haven't. But 
we do not remove that problem by 
opposing war. 

We have got to solve that problem and 
we have got to face up to the fact that 
the peaceful solution of that problem 
is going to mean suffering. But then 
war means suffering and the problem 
unsolved at the end of it. 


The sufferings of peace will be 
economic. You do not have your spring 
cleaning without considerable incon- 
venience to the whole family. 


IT DEPENDS ON YOU 


is well to know exactly what you 
are letting yourself in for when you 
stand for peace. 


You cannot talk of the have and have- 
not nations, and forget the haves and 
have-nots in your own land and in other 
lands. You cannot be a pacifist, a 
genuine pacifist, and not be a socialist. 


See peace clearly. Do not clothe it 
in the mists of humbug that war is 
clothed in. The peaceful solution of 
present problems means a most un- 
comfortable state of affairs for many 
of us. 


And have no lovely picture in your 
mind of a new league of noble and 
Magnanimous men, crowned with 
olives and with doves in their right 
hands, measuring the world out with 
compasses and a ruler, 


They will be the same silly little men, 
but because their sillier sheep will not 
fight, they will have to rack their silly 
little brains. They will squabble, be 
stupid, be wounded in their vanity, be 
offended and offensive. That does not 
matter. You have seen that in com- 
mittees and you know that good work 
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Nursery Rhymes for 
Modern Times 


Drawn by Audrey Wynne 


I love little soldiers, 

Their coats are so warm, 
And if they don’t shoot me 
They'll do me no harm. 

So I'll not use a bomb 

To drive them away, 

But give them a pamphlet 
And ask them to stay. 


What Indian Women Want 


“A marvellous exhibition of disci- 
pline and interest of which any country 
may be proud,” was the description 
applied to an All-India Women's Con- 
ference held at Nagpur. 

Over 3,000 visitors attended the con- 
ference every day, and 6,000 people 
were present at the opening session. 
Among the speakers at the latter was 
India’s first woman Cabinet Minister. 

The work of the Indian Women’s 
Movement covers a very wide sphere. 
This was indicated by memorandum sent 
to the Prime Ministers and women 
members of all Provincial Legislatures, 


who were asked to include in their pro-' 


gramme the following social and educa- 
tional reforms: 

Reform of the educational system to pro- 
vide free compulsory education equally for 
boys and girls; 

Amendment of 
Restraint Act; 

Compulsory registration of births, deaths 
and matriages }; 

Maternity benefits and Children’s Acts 
for all Provinces ; 

Social insurance ; , 

Reconstruction of economic, physical and 
moral life of. villages; 

Abolition of untouchability ; 

Removal of legal disabilities for women; 

Abolition af immoral traffic in women 
and ‘children ; i 

Prohibition of drink and drugs ;- 

Prison reform. 


the Child Marriage 


Slaughter of the Innocents 


Palo Alto, California—Alice Park, of 
the American Humane Education 
Society, has issued a leaflet entitled 
Suicides “by Children — Murders by 
Children, which deals with the child 
casualtiés of guns. According to this 
leaflet : 


One person collected in the first eleven 
months of 1937, clippings from a limited 
number of Californian newspapers reporting 
the suicides of five children of fifteen years 
of age or less, and 42 violent dcaths caused 
by children with guns; 

Natioinal totals from US press agencies 
in recent years have been from 300 to 1,200 
cases annually, but these include cases of 
children killed by older persons ; 

Three children shot their fathers; each 
case was one of intent. One child shot his 
grandmother. Eight shot brothers or 
sisters. The other fatal cases were play- 
mates or neighbours. One child was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for murder. 


—Nofrontier News Service. 


(Continued from previous column) 
can be done all the same, only it is done 
more slowly than it would be by saints 
or angels. 

Remember these men represent you: 
They cannot have war without you, 
neither without you can they have 


Peace. 
M.S. 
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Drama 


REVIVAL OF "THE 
INSECT PLAY” 


THOSE who saw The Insect Play by 
Carel Kapek, will never forget it, 

One of the last things Sir Nigel Playfair 

said was “Revive The Insect Play.” 


Now it is to be revived. On April 27 


it will commence another run at the 
Playhouse Theatre. 


It has an enormous entertainment 
value, it is absolutely original, it induces 
thought and discussion. The propaganda 
for peace could not well have a more 
powerful spokesman. 


H. W. Nevinson, the well-known 
author and war correspondent, says of 
the play: 

It is one of the best satiric plays, and is 
especially valuable for our own times. It 
satirizes the casual frivolity of what is 
called society, and in turn the remorseless 
greed of hoarded wealth, the cruelty of 
family selfishness, the degradation of 
mechanical toil, and above all, the pettiness 
and futility of war. 

No one who realizes the abominations of 
poverty. war and widespread brutality in 
modern Europe should miss such an 
illustration of them all. 


It is a play that should be seen by 
everybody, all religious denominations 


Third Time Lucky 


FTER being rejected on two 
occasicns, PEACE NEWS has 
now been included in the Bradford 
Public Library on six months’ 
trial. It was introduced to the 


authorities by a group of promin- 


ent people, which included mem- 
bers of the local PPU group. 


PEACE NEWS has also. been 
included in libraries at Norwich, 
Great Yarmouth, Fielden (Fleet- 
wood), and Stepney (Limehouse), 
bringing the total to 313. 


and all political parties, and all classes 
came and were unanimous in their ex- 
pressions of appreciation. 


It is of value, not only because of its 
spectacular Ant Act, but because human 
nature as a whole is far too complacent. 
The Capeks reveal man’s weaknesses, 
failings and selfishness through the 
medium of the insect. 

How often have we heard people say 
“Ugh, the horrid creature, how cruel 
it is,” forgetting there is'no creature in 
nature whose habits are more cruel and 
relentless than the human. This should 
engender a greater kindness and under- 
standing between man and the rest of 
creation. : 

When this remarkable’ play was origi- 
nally produced in Prague it was an 
enormous success; factory hands when 
they could not afford the money for a 
seat sold some possession in order to go, 
the theatre was packed. It failed in 
America, yet in this country there has 
rarely been a play in the history of the 
theatre that has been so widely talked 
of and discussed. It has created interest 
among all classes, professions, political 
parties. and religious denominations. 

NANCY PRICE. 


Why Aren’t They Honest 
About the O.T:C. ? 


To say that school OTCs are not for 
training boys in the art of war, and 
that the only object of an OTC is to 
inculcate a habit of discipline and 
command, is as fantastic as it is absurd. 


They wear the trappings of war. They 
drill. They have field days which are 
nothing more nor less than mimic 
battles. 


They learn the curriculum of 
musketry and field service regulations. 
They have dummy machine guns and 
cooperate with the Royal Air Force 
aeroplanes. 


Has any school the pluck to print in 
its prospectus— 

One of our aims lpi your san to 
be a soldier, From en years of age 
onwards we will instruct him in the art of 
killing. He shall be well grounded in this 
before he has time to think for himself. 

Otherwise it might occur to him that it 
it disagreeable to kill his fellow men. 
Worse still, he might learn to prefer living 
to dying for his country. Horrible thought 
—he might even become a pacifist. 


Why not be honest about it? 


F. S. Smythe, 
The Spirit of the Hills. 
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WHIRLIGIG 
b 
Peccreal Gull 


THE Britanno - Yank 

4 Institute has been 
opened at last. I was present at the 
inaugural dinner. 


The purpose of the institute is to pro- 
vide a meeting-place for Britons and 
Americans, where they can discuss ques- 
tions of common culture. 

Mr. Schwintz, the American delegate, 
said: “ You’se guys s’got sumpat and we 
gotta give you de big hand.” He wore a 
large sunflower in his buttonhole. 


The chief British delegate was Mr. 
Gladstone Pomp, vice-president of the 
Amalgamated Phoney Exchange. 


He said: “Hwat hev we in common? 
Ts thah any bond ’tween us? Ai thinkso, 
I do rarely, ai thinkso, ai rarely do. Thah 
is a bond ’tween us hwich makes us blad- 
brathers and joins us together in hwun 
big femmily.” . 

Lord Tuthpaste, who was - putting 
pepper on his chocolate ice, leapt to his 
feet, clawed at the table for support and 
shouted: “Hair, hair!” 


A BITTER CONTEST 
THE tug-o’-war between 
the Pro-Gulls and 
the Anti-Gulls is still going on. 
It was stopped for ten minutes last 
week when Lady Tickwort was found to 
be wearing spiked shoes. 


MRS. BRUTAL 
RS. BRUTAL, of Nor- 
bury, has written a 
satiric poem. It is called “O Wicked 
Men, O Wretched Males .. .” 
Here it is: 
O wicked men, o wretched males, 
You fill the world with warlike 
tales, 
So if the bomb goes up at last, 


Youll know ‘twas you the die who 
cast! 


You drink and smoke, o wretched 
men, 

Indulge your fancies ten times ten! 

And when us cranks would say you 
nay 

You simply laugh, as who would say, 
“ Nonsense!” 


Yet steak and peace go not together, 
Depravity can go no farther! 
How can you be a pacifist, 
And still play ludo, bridge and 
whist? 
IT say: “ Never!” 
The next part of the program follows 
immediately. 


BUZZ, BUZZ 
OLD indeed would 
be the Power who 
dares to attack the British Common- 
wealth. The honey is sweet, but the 
bees have stings.’—Evening Standard. 


These words reminded me of the first 
time I ever read Maurice Maeterlinck. 

It was a perfect summer evening. The 
sun Was dropping to rest behind the ash- 
heap. I longed to fly far away and rest 
my little wings upon a snowdrop. 


Instead, I flew out through the kitchen 
window, buzzed my way into Throg- 
morton Street and stung a stockbroker 
on the back of the neck. 


He tried to swat me with The Times, 
but I eluded him easily and finished up 
on a Michaelmas daisy in Wapping. 


GENERAL PIECAN SAYS 
“ DEACE is essential for 
world war. We want 
peace. War is indivisible. Without blood- 
shed we can have no lasting prosperity. 
Peace will only be achieved by the 
economic strife which produces whole- 
sale slaughter.” 


He then gave himself a medal, shook 
hands with himself and walked out of 
his own presence backward. 


To a correspondent he said: “I prac- 
tise the sternest discipline with myself. 
I never eat a meal without asking my- 
self whether I like it. I never leave the 
house without asking myself whether it 
is quite safe.” 


At the conclusion of the interview he 
offered himself a cigarette, shook his 
head, aid “No” and gave himself a 
cigar. os 

He always carries a revolver, in case 
he is tempted to read a Russian novel. 

“T would shoot myself at once,” said 
the Genera). 


PEACE 


NEWS 


PERSONALIA 


have one eye on the sky and the 

other on the packing list. The first 
thing is to wish all those who read this 
column a happy holiday. 


Fieve’ is here at last. Most of us 


Sitting down to write it, one wonders 
where it will be read. 


It is amusing to think of all the 
strange, outlandish places into which 
PEACE NEWS may be introduced this 
Easter: country pubs, boarding houses, 
left in bathing huts, lying on the tops 
of hills. At least one copy will be left 
on Kinder Scout for the next climber 
to find. 


At times like this we have a grand 
opportunity of introducing the paper 
. to strangers who never hear of it. 


They are much more inclined to take 
notice when their minds are free and 
relaxed, 


SHE SHOWED THE WAY 

SOME of us, perhaps, will be organiz- 
ing open-air meetings, shouting 

noble sentiments from the platform. In 

which case the -pupils of Miss Mary 

Gamble will almost certainly take the 

best prizes. 


For Mary Gamble is not only one of 
Peace Pledge Union’s most convincing 
platform speakers. She has done a great 
deal to help our would-be orators and 
prophets by showing them how it is 
done. 


When the Youth Section of the FoR 
was considering how to improve its 
effectiveness, she organized a speaker's 
class. 


Efficient public speaking is largely a 
matter of training and self-confidence. 
It is still not often enough realized what 
infinite harm ean be done by a feeble 
platform appearance. 


LIKED BY THE CROWD 


HE Rev. Dr. Donald O. Soper, if he 

were consulted, would probably give 

the following three cardinal points to 

public speakers: Grip your subject, keep 

a sense of humour, and study the man- 
in-the-street. 


Victory without Violence 


AN EXAMPLE FROM 
AFRICA 


The method used to re-establish peace 
in an African tribal war seems to have 
imvortance for the entire world. 


News of a quarrel among the Krus 
about land boundaries reached the 
League of Nations from Liberia. In the 
fighting 44 native villages had been 
burnt out, 12,000 people had been driven 
out of their homes, fishing was inter- 
rupted by hostile raids, farming was 
disrupted by insecurity, and famine 
threatened. 


The position was made even worse 
by the fact that the natives had 
acquirell modern guns and_ they 
terrorized the countryside with these. 


Dr. Mackenzie was appointed by the 
League to visit Liberia. He immediately 
went to the heart of the trouble. 


“It was clear,” he said, “that there 
never could be peace whilst the 
country was virtually an armed camp. 
The deprivation of arms is, in itself, a 
great incentive to peace—the sight of 
a gun tempts war.” 


Promising that the land boundary 
problem would be permanently settled, 
he persuaded the warring tribes to give 
up their guns and rifles, 


Fighting stopped within two months 
and in the subsequent negotiations all 
Points of friction were restored. A 
friendly “outsider ’ had offered h‘s good 
services; he searched out the causes of 
the dispute and remedied them. 


This incident is recorded in a pamphlet 
entitled Peace-making in Africa. by 
Kathleen E. Innes, recently issued by 
the Friends Peace Committee. 


Dr. Soper himself has been speaking 

_ on Tower Hill regularly every Wed- 

‘ nesday since 1927. He draws huge 

audiences. He is immensely popular 

with the crowd, even though his sub- 
jects are often unpopular. 


He has the great gift of being able to 
refute his opponents’ arguments with- 
out making them his enemies. 


Dr. Soper was one of the original 
groups to start both the Peace Army 
and the PPU. In 1936 he went to Kings- 
way Hall as Superintendent of the West 
London Mission of the Methodist 
Church. He was seven years at Isling- 
ton Central Hall before that. 


He has a fine voice and never looks 
happier than when he is standing on 
Tower Hill, perched on his little brick 
wall. With the Tower itself behind him. 
his jacket off, and a maze of caps and 
bowler hats in front of him, he is the 
good-humoured embodiment of the 
modern Christian spirit. 


EX-R.A.F. PACIFIST 

THE last time the writer heard Captain 
Philip Mumford was at a debate 

somewhere in Holborn. He got very 

much the worst of it. 


But that is not intended as a reflec- 
tion on Captain Mumford’s speaking 
powers. 


That was in the days when he was 
still a member of the League of Nations 
Union, though he was already a pacifist. 
The question of sanctions caused him a 
lot of bother and lost him many votes. 


But Captain Mumford has gone a long 
way since then. He is now one of the 
hardest working Sponsors of the PPU 
and his title gives an added weight to 
his words. 


He resigned from the RAF in 1932. He 
was on both the Minorities and Man- 
dates Committees of the LNU, and was 
also on the executive of the New Com- 
monwealth. 


He has now resigned from both and 
gives all his time to pacifism. 


Queer Origins of 


THE WORDS 
WE USE 


2.—BACKSTAIRS METHODS 


In 1918 the world decided against the 
method of secret diplomacy, but the 
Anglo-Italian talks have revealed how 
we are rapid’y drifting back toward 
the use of the old backstairs methods. 


Self-explanatory us the phrase “ back- 
stairs methods” is, it might be sup- 
posed that it had no particular origin 
but referred simply to the all too 
common practice of going to anyone’s 
back door to intimidate, rather than 
manjfully facing one’s chances in the 
open. 


Actually the saying originally referred 
particularly to the Court, coming as it 
did from those exciting, bad old days 
when kings did their own ruling, in- 
stead of relegating their duties to 
ministers. 


In those times access to a palace was 
much easier—especially to the ser- 
vants’ quarters. Thus the back stair- 
cases were much frequented by 
schemers who wished to curry favour 
with the king, and did so through 
those who attended him. 


The whole philosophy of constructive 
Peace ... must also be a way of life. 
There are men who profess to be paci- 
fists in international politics, but who are 
tyrants in their families, bullying em- 
ployers, ruthless and scrupulous com- 
petitors.. Such men are nat only hypo- 
crites; they are also fools —Aldous 
Huxley. 


Sent by a Reader 


PRIMROSE TIME: SPRING COMES 
TO WALES 


This picture was sent by the Rev. Ben 
Davies, of Canton, Cardiff 


Masks a la Mode 


(instructor: “You should wear your 
gas masks from time to time, in order 
to get used to them.’’) 

Excuse my frankness, Isabel— 

It does not suit you very tell. 

You’ve somehow lost the daintiness 

Thut made you such a great success, 

If we’re to wear these frequently 

We must use ingenuity, 

To introduce a touch of chic 

Some quills or bows may do the trick, 

Or ruchings of some coloured stuff. 

Welll set the fashion right enough, 

And won't our boy friends be elate 

To think that we’re so up-to-date! 

My dear, we shall have done our duty 

In wedding Usefulness to Beauty! 


KATE STEVENS. 


To make peace in Europe possible, the 
last representative of the pre-war 
generation must die and take his pre-war 
mentality to the grave with him 
Eduard Benes. 


FOOD WITHOUT SLAUGHTER 


Why not try the Vegetarian Way ? 
FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 
The Vegetarian Society, 

57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2. 


“2. at daat the right book has been written 


THE HEART 


Ths Provention and Cure of Cardine Conditions 


Gy JAMES G6. THOMSON 
{Thersons, 39. 64.) 
A. 8. Neill writea—‘*. . . the most optimistie 
book I have read on any medical subject .. 
I wish L could give away a million copies." 
From a Medical Doctor :—‘'. ... 1 feel that 
at last the right book has been written ..-. 
the needa of botb patient and practitioner are 
supplied. 
Health € Life Editorial) :—"* ... 
sound physiology, sound reasoning, sound psy- 
chology and asaund inairuction . . . has ita 
roota firmly in the strong foil of otservation, 
technical knowledge and experience.” 
From all Bookseliers, or 3s. 10d. by post from 
E.S.N.T., 11 Drumsheugh Gardens, 
Edinburgh, 


combining 


The War Resister 
is the quarterly news-sheet of the 
WAR RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL, 
published in 
English, French, German, and 
Esperanto. 
3d. per copy, Is. 2d. per annum, 
post free. 
From W.R.E, 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 
WRITE FOR OTHER LITERATURE 
AND INFORMATION OF THE WORK. 


A. LESLIE JARRATT 


Motor Engineer 


CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, 
FINCHLEY, N.I2 
will be pleased to have the 
opportunity of servicing your car 
NEW AND SECOND-HAND CARS 
SUPPLIED 
Londen Members phene 
HILLSIDE 2744 to errance for cellection 
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Totalitarianism in the 
Middle Ages 


Inquisition and Liberty. By G. G. 
Coulton. Heinemann. 15s. 


Reviewed by Dr. A. Herbert Gray 


N this book one of the most significant 
chapters in European history is told 
by a first-class historian. 


To the modern mind the very words 
“The Inquisition ” suggest something so 
brutal and intolerable as to be well nigh 
incredible. But readers of this book will 
be made to realize that, with the pre- 
suppositions which were nearly unani- 
mously accepted in pre-Reformation 


times, the institution was inevitable. 


Once let Church and State accept the 
totalitarian conception and all the rest 
must follow. 


Quite early, in the words of Dr. 
Coulton, “It became the general doc- 
trine of the Church, as expressed by St. 
Isidor of Seville, that princes are bound 
not only to be orthodox themselves, but 
to preserve the purity of the faith by 
the fullest exercise of their power 
against heretics” (page 4). 


At first, “the ordinary ecclesiastical 
rule of discipline is a sort of lynch law, 
generally presided over by the civil 
magistrate and encouraged by the local 
clergy, but resting on no legitimate basis 
either of common law or of statute” 
(page 61). 


But the tide set definitely in favour 
of death for heresy, and in 1209 a 
council openly claimed this as the law 
of the Church. “Gregory IX decided 
clearly from the choir of St. Peter that 
heretics were to be burned” (page 68). 


This idea of toleration is essentially 
a modern idea. Is it, indeed, even yet 
securely established? In the Middle 
Ages it was unthinkable. And if heresy 
must be suppressed, it seemed obvious 
that the quickest, most effective way of 
doing so was to kill the heretics. 


Hence the Inquisition, which ulti- 
mately became a highly developed in- 
stitution controlled by ‘“Inquisitors,” 
who wielded such absolute power as no 
man is fit to possess, and had under 
them a positive army of agents. 


Dr. Coulton tells in some detail of the 
story of the persecution of the Cathari, 
the Vaudois, the Waldenses, the Bible 
Christian, and Protestants in general. He 
describes, though without revolting 
detail, the well-known methods of per- 
secution, imprisonment, often in foul 
dungeons, torture to extort confession, 
and finally death by burning. The last 
stages in the process were always re- 
served for the State, as the Church held 
herself tinder obligation to avoid blood- 
shed. But do not sophistry and persecu- 
tion always walk hand in hand? 


What will most strike the modern 
reader is the fact that most heretics 
were admitted to be specially good men 
or women, and that in most cases the 
heretical views they held seem to us 
either entirely true or at least harmless. 


They studied the New Testament: took 
it seriously; they refused to take oaths; 
they reprobated Church wealth; they 
held that no man should be compelled 
to believe; they maintained that “priests 
in mortal sin cannot make the body of 
Christ”; they took no heed of Church 
fasts, and so on. Occasionally they were 
extreme, even abusive. But for the most 
part they were godly folk living quiet 
and good lives. 


Yet because they differed from a’ 


Church claiming absolute sway over 
men’s minds they were dragged in hun- 
dreds and thousands to the stake. 


But did the Inquisition succeed? That 
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is the really important question. And 
the answer is emphatically no. 


Let Montalembert, the enthusiastic 
champion of liberal Catholicism, pro- 
nounces the verdict in words quoted in 
this book: 

I grant indeed that the Inquisition in 
Spain destroyed Protestantism in its germ; 
but I defy anyone to prove that it has not 
given it throughout Europe the support of 
public opinion and the sympathies of out- 
raged humanity. It has created in both 
worlds inexhaustible nourishment for 
impiety, for the hatred and discredit of 
Catholicism. (Page 315.) 

This is a most timely book at a time 
when new attempts are being made to 
coerce the human mind. It cannot be 
done. 


A POINT IN INDIAN 
HISTORY 


India’s New Constitution. By J. P. Eddy 
and F. H. Lawton. Macmillan & 
Co. 6s. 


The history of India is rich with argu- 
ments for the pacifist. The armed might 
of a continent was unable to prevent its 
conquest at the hands of a relatively 
few armed invaders. But that same 
continent. disarmed, has evolved a new 
weapon whereby a certain measure of 
freedom has been won, and whereby the 
invaders (now more numerous and far 
more powerfully armed) have been 
induced to yield some form of self- 
government. 


The experiment is still in the labora- 
tory stage, and whether it can be com- 
pleted without combustion is still to be 
decided. But it is essential that the 
story of this experiment should be 
widely known. 


This book gives, in a useful form, a 
summary of the Government of India 
Act of 1935. It is more, however, than 
a legal textbook, each section of the new 
legislation being shown against its his- 
torical background. One is able to see 
not only the mechanism of the new 
government (imperfect as it is), but also 
the processes by which the constitution, 
as visualized by the Joint Committee, 
has been put into practice. 


A study of the new constitution is 
essential to anyone who wishes to judge 
how complete, or incomplete, the vic- 
tory of patient non-violent resistance 
has been in India. It is easy to talk 
glibly of the triumph of Mr. Gandhi’s 
methods as opposed to the more violent 
means which some Indians may desire 
to invoke. This book, written dis- 
passionately by two lawyers, enables 
one to examine the fruits of the victory, 
and to assess them at their proper value. 


It is a summary not of an accom- 
plished fact but of a point reached in 
current history. Because it is detached 
and deals with facts, it can be recom- 
mended strongly to all who desire to 
familiarize themselves with the Indian 
problem, and they should be numerous. 


E. I. 


IMPERIAL ADVENTURE 


Outlanders. By C. E. 
Jonathan Cape. 12s. 6d. 


Mr. Vulliamy has succeeded in giving 
an admirable account of the twenty-five 
years of struggle and violence that cul- 
minated in the making of the Union of 
South Africa. 


Here is a history of strong characters 
and mixed motives, some religious, some 
political and racial, some exceedingly 
sordid and brutal. We meet the tough 
Boer farmers, Kruger amongst them; 
enlightened administrators and quite 
impossible ones; men who proved to be 
mixtures of large views and unscrupu- 
lous methods like Cecil Rhodes, and also 
the leaders of the unfortunate natives. 


Joseph Chamberlain, Milner, Jameson 
and the Boer leaders: Botha, Smuts, 
Joubert, de la Rey, &c., all come into the 
vivid picture as the new imperialism 
unfolds itself. At the end it is the 
soldier, Kitchener, who makes peace— 
“To the regular soldiers things were be- 
coming extremely distasteful” — The 
despicable elements in the situation 
sprang from the motley crew that filled 


Vulliamy.* 


the Johannesburg of 1894, a city de- 
scribed as “this amazing compound of 
Babel, Babylon, Sodom and El Dorado.” 


I am sorry that the author has not 
given more space to the great work of 
Emily Hobhouse. The story of the con- 
centration camps is one we have cause 
to be nationally ashamed of, as of so 
much in this militarist and imperialist 
story. 


Emily Hobhouse’s name stands out 
therein as one of the bright spots. War 
is always vile. Used for the grabbing 
of the lands of Boer farmers and of dis- 
possessed and enslaved natives, because 
these lands contained gold and dia- 
monds, it becomes incredibly mean. 


The one redeeming political feature is 
at the end, when self-government is 
given back to white South Africa by 
Campbell-Bannerman and a somewhat 
sobered Great Britain. 


In 1910, when Lord Gladstone became 
first Governor-General of the Union, 
Botha became Prime Minister. “The 
Imperial adventure had thus led to 
something which no Imperialist had 
ever foreseen: a union of the Dutch and 
English in South Africa under the Pre- 
miership of a Boer General.” But the 
wrongs of black South Africa remained 
unrighted, wrongs for which Boer and 
Briton were, and are still, alike 
responsible. 


The book 
bibliography. 


contains an excellent 


CARL HEATH. 


NIGHTMARE AND LUCIDITY 


Air Attack on Cities. By J. Thorburn 
Muirhead. Allen & Unwin. 4s. 6d. 


Mr. Muirhead opens his third chapter 
with a quotation from Pasteur: “There 
is only one way of seeing things rightly 
and that is seeing the whole of them.” 


This book does not attempt to see the 
whole of things. In the first place it is 
assumed that aerial bombardment of 
this country is virtually certain—we are 
not told why. But later on we find a 
clue. The author maintains that 

.- «.. despite all pacifist well-meaning 
effort, gas will continue to be used in future 
warfare, for precisely the same reason as 
the American police use it—it works! 


Mr. Muirhead does not seem to have 
grasped the fact that modern war must 
be discontinued on exactly these grounds 
—it does not work. 


Again, the crucial question of the re- 
lationship between defence and attack is 
excluded from the book in two severe 
sentences: 

Active defence comprises  counter- 
offensive action of fighters, bombers and 
anti-aircraft guns. As such it is the 
responsibility of the defence services, and 
consequently outside the scope of this book. 


And so, because Mr. Muirhead does 
not choose to see things “ wholly,” he 
does not see them rightly. He sees not 
a choice between possible prevention 
and unlikely cure, but a fascinating 
abstract problem. His detachment is not 
merely the detachment of the scientific 
man, it is also detachment from the 
world of reality altogether. 


This does not mean that the book is 
badly done. On the contrary its logic 
and lucidity are distinguished and its 
themes fascinating. Every construc- 
tional principle is briefly but carefully 
considered and the examples are un- 
usually appropriate. 


In his foreword the author hopes that 
the book may at least serve to indicate 
that the modern community is not en- 
tirely at the mercy of aerial attack by 
anenemy. It does in fact establish the 
probability that if we rebuild every 
house in the country and replan every 
town we may not lose quite so many 
lives. Of time or money there is no 
mention. 


It often seems that Mr. Muirhead has 
lost sight of the hard fact that 45,000,000 
people in this country alone would re- 
quire protection if air raids commenced 
during the next few years, and his own 
recommendations show conclusively 
that this “comparative security” will 
not be obtained. 


Far away from this, the book goes on, 
developing its argument brilliantly: 


Mustard-gas is unlikely to have any 
adverse effect on machinery. Gas- 
proofing of power houses and other vital 
bulldings, therefore, seems unnecessary. . 

The value of reinforced concrete walls is 
not high in this connexion, as various 
reports of accidental explosions confirm 
that reinforced concrete walls in_the im- 
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FOR YOUR PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


Earlier Books Recalled by 
Patrick Richards 


THE FALL OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By Dr. J. G. Heering. Allen & 
Unwin. 5s. 


This profound and scholarly 
study of Christianity, the State 


and war, after considering Christ’s 
ethic and the pacifist church of the 


first centuries, analyses the 
church’s compromise with the 
State since 318 ab, and parti- 
cularly the reasons for its not 
standing foursquare against war. 
After a critical examination of 
Statecraft from Machiavelli to 
modern fascism, and of all argu- 
ments in defence of war, comes an 
inspiring peace programme for the 
church and for individuals. 


mediate neighbourhood were reduced to 
powder. 


It is obviously impossible generally to 
construct roads, squares, park lands, ims 
portant buildings, etc. underground, 
Accordingly they should, wherever possible, 
be camouflaged by trees or vegetation 
irregularly arranged. 

The cumulative effect is something 
between nightmare and farce. And be- 
cause of the authority and the scientific 
ability with which the effect is produced, 
I recommend this book particularly to 
any reader who still believes in an im- 
mediate policy of “bigger and better 
air raid precautions.” 

ROY WALKER. 


BRAIN FORCE 


Lenin. By James Maxton. 
(Short Biographies). 1s. 6d. 
One puts down this little life of 
Lenin, first published in 1932, and now 
re-issued in cheaper form, strangely un- 
satisfied. Somehow, Mr. Maxton never 
quite succeeds in making his hero live. 
Perhaps the book’s main fault is 
that it tells us almost nothing of the 
post-1917 Lenin; twenty short pages 
only are allotted to the period after the 
November revolution. 


Here and there the book reads 
strangely today; when it was written 
the Soviet heresy-hunt had hardly 
begun, and Germany was still strug- 
gling to fulfil the humiliating terms of 
the Peace Treaty of Versailles. 


Estimates of the character and endur- 
ance of Lenin’s work must necessarily 
be affected by much that has happened 
since these pages were first published. 
But as a brief sketch of the facts of the 
career of one of the outstanding figures 
of our century, the book still serves 
well; and it succeeds in avoiding argu- 
mentation, which, in view of other 
handlings of its theme, is perhaps no 
small praise. 

The pacifist will not find it profitless 
to study the ideological progress of the 
man who, Mr. Maxton tells us, “was a 
personification of brain force, the force 
of the idea defeating (the) immeasur- 
ably superior force of arms,” yet “ pro- 
claimed most definitely the absolute 
necessity of physical force as an un- 
avoidable incident in the recreation of 
a new social order.” 


A. S. B. GLOVER. 


Nelson 


BRIEFER NOTICES 


War Is Declared. A Speech in the 
House of Commons by George 
Buchanan. I.L.P. 1d. 


In this speech and in the propaganda 
on the cover are expressed the warm- 
hearted confusion of the half-pacifist 
Left: 

My folk went. They killed and were 
killed...-- Is this all my folk have to be 
born for? Must they be told at the end of 
every day that it is somebody else that they. 
must smash. They know nothing about the 
great things of life. They do not know 
anything about the joys of life. All that 
they know of is poverty. .... I am not 
going back to my division to advocate the 
coming of conscription and to lead them 
into another war. 


On the cover, the “forgotten” fifth 
verse of the Internationale: 
But should these vile monsters still 
determine 
“Heroes” to make us in despite, 
They'll know full soon the kind of vermin 
‘Our bullets hit in this last fight, » 
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Dear Sir 


» » » 


GROUNDS FOR OPPOSITION 
TO A.R.P. 


T WOULD oppose ARP for the follow- 
ing reasons: 


1. The task which faces those who are 
attempting to break the - ‘cious circle of 
fear and fatalism with regard to war, into 
which so many peace-loving people drift, is 
so stupendous that the only weapon strong 
enough for our purpose is creative love. 
Every ounce of energy at our disposal needs 
to be spent in expressing this attitude of 
mind. Once we allow fear to creep in, in 
the shape of attempting to protect ourselves 
against possible future attack, we cancel out, 
as it were, the dynamic force of our witness. 
I will not presume that anyone is going to 
inflict this hideous suffering upon me. 

2. We know that ARP is not simply an 
isolated defence measure but a necessary 
concomitant of rearmament. I do not believe 
that any country which was not prepared 
to carry out a counter offensive attack would 
need these precautions, and I will not accept 
the “protection” which bombing aeroplanes 
might give me or acquiesce in the idea of 
this country embarking on a policy of war. 


3. ARP definitely fosters the war psycho- 
logy. If people feel that they will have a 
definite job (which they have practised to 
make themselves efficient for) assigned to 
them in the event of hostilities, the possi- 
bility of war will not seem so appaling to 
them, and they will begin to regard it as an 
inevitable event. : 

Mr. Beeton thinks that by opposing ARP 
we shall be neglecting an opportunity of 
helping our neighbours. But isn’t this think- 
ing nationally instead of internationally? 

Who are our neighbours? Only our own 
countrymen? 

If we would attempt the task of saving 
humanity from the curse of war we must 
oppose every aspect and every ramification 
of it, and point instead to a road running in 
the opposite direction, away from rearma- 
ment and ARP and the balance of power. the 
way of mutual trust and cooperation. 


those dependent on us a better protection 
than ARP could ever give them. 
WINIFRED RAWLINS. 
2 Rotherfield Avenue. Bexhill. 


I believe that in so doing we shall offer | 


German Friendsiip 


Recent letters in your columns, by 
Messrs. Webb and Frith, make an elo- | 
quent plea for friendship with Ger- | 
many. Your corresponcents point out 
how many Germans desire peace, and 
how courteously Britons are received in 
Germany. 

Their facts are of course correct, 
though occasional examples of impolite- 
ness and bellicosity occur in Germany 
as well; but the general impression given 
by these letters, and indeed by the whole 
trend of the material published by 
PEACE NEWS is altogether false. 

The individual German desires war no 
more than the individual Briton or 
Frenchman or Russian. But what of 
the German Government?—and what of 
its influence on the German people as 
a mass, not as individuuls? 

German policy must surely be judged, 
not by personal contacts with individual 
Germans, but by the aut!.oritative state- 
ments of the German Government, and 
by the so-called “ Nazi philosophy ” 

The Fihrer's own book, Mein Kampf, 
breathes war and hate—though more in 
the earlier editions than in the later. 

Germans are encouraged to believe in 
a mystical union of “Llood and soil,” 
and in a superiority of the German race 
Over all other races. The British people 
are thus regarded with an unusually 
friendly eye, just because they are ad- 
mittedly of Germanic race; but friend- 
ship with Britain is desired so that the 
great sea power and the great land 
power may together dominate the world. 

German youth is taught to distrust 
Christianity. Simply because Christian- 
ity is international and pacific. The 
Jews are persecu.ed be-ause they are 
non-Germans and because they are an 
international people. 

These facis are as incontrovertible as | 
the pleasant social contacts of Messrs, | 
Frith and Webb, as the fundamental | 
good-heartedness of the German people. 
How are these facts faced by Messrs. 
Frith and Webb?—how are they faced 
by PEACE NEWS?—how are they ex- 
plained away? 

“Tf civilization survives another war ” 
is a frequent phrase in PEACE NEWS. 
Germany is not at war; but her civiliza- 
tion is keing destroyed with terrible 
rapidity. In fact, a Nazi peace is as 
great a danger to civilization as any war 
could bes ~__ 

GAVIN B, HENDERSON. 

University of Glasgow. 


(More letters 


I oppose ARP on three main grounds. 


Firstly, as a student of science who has 
taken considerable trouble to examine “ gas- 
proof” rooms, gas masks, &c., I find the 
system of ARP to be, to say the least, a 
rather bad taste in jokes. There is no possi- 
ble scheme to protect one from the impact, 
or near impact, of a one-ton bomb. 


Secondly, I do not trust the Government. 
I find a little too much similarity between 
the air warden scheme and Hitler’s Gestapo 
system. Further, as Mr. Beeton points out, 
the scheme has made people aware of the 
horrors of air warfare, but it has also put 
the people in the frame of mind that war 
is inevitable. 


It is, I think, a fact that the Government 
dare not face an election and I believe, from 
information which is slowly seeping out from 
reliable quarters, that the Government will, 
as soon as ARP are firmly estatilished, take 
advantage of the state of mind of the people. 
It is an excellent opportunity for them to 
boost up the “ National Emergency” suffici- 
ently to be able to start Government by 
Decree which is only one step from fascism. 


It should be obvious that ARP are just, as 
the new PPU poster aptly shows, more sand 
for the ostrich. It is a scheme to blind the 
people to the real aims of our semi-fascist 
Government and to get us all in to the cogs 
of the military machine. I. for one. am not 
having any. 


The last reason is this. On Armistice Day 
we sing: “O Lord, in Thee alone we trust.” 
Well, if we trust in God and honestly work 
for the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth, I can- 
not see how or why we have need of such 
anti-Godlike plans as ARP. This last po*-t 
is of course another of Dr. Salter’s funda- 
mental points. One either sees it. or one 
does not see it. 


I therefore say that I would rather be 
shot than have any truck with the ARP 
scheme. 


ROBERT C. GREENBERG. 
57a Ramsay Drive, Westcliff-on-Sea. 


Communism and the Labour 
Movement 


I see that in PEACE NEWS of March 
26 there is yet another attack upon com- 
munism—this time from the pen of your 
Lobby Correspondent. 

Why he should display such ignorance 
as to opine that “the Labour Party has 
more to fear from cor.munism than 
from fascism,” and thzt “communism 
embraces the Labour Party now, to 
strangle it later” is beyond my compre- 
hension. It is painfully easy to make 
such a glib assertion, bat on what 
grounds does he make it? Where is his 
precedent? 

The Communist Party is an integral 
part of the Labour Movement, so to say 
that the Communist Party is contem- 
plating “strangling” the Labour Party 
is to assert that it is contemplating 
strangling itself—which is a reductio ad 
absurdum. 


It would seem that your Lobby Cor- 
respendent has picked up his knowledge 
of communism from the popular press. 


ALEXANDER C. SPENCE. 
22 Milton Road, N.G. 


Now is the Time 


Referring to Dr. Crow’s splendid suggestion, 
when discussing ARP at the annual general 
meeting, of arranging to get children away 
into camps in the country immediately after 
the first a:r raid, 1 should like to suggest 
that any groups or members who are inter- 
ested in the idea should not wait until after 
the air raid but should at once start making 
arrangements to hold “practice” camps (in- 
stead of black-outs) this summer. 

During the past week in the ordinary 
course of my duties, I have visited 37 two- 
roomed homes and fourteen one-roomed, In 
one of the latter father, mother and five 
children exist. (I almost wrote “live”). 

They are at war now. 

What would not they give for a few days 
away from it all in camp in the country? 
Of course, they are saved the worry of de- 
ciding which room to make “ gas-proof.” 

I shall be glad to hear from any groups 
or Members who may have suggestions to 
offer. 

CHARLES STUART. 

8 Highcroft Road, N.19, 
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100% Hembers Peace Pledge Union. 


Read the 


CURE RHEUMATISM WITH 
ALLYSOL 


THE NAT JRAL 4aNi SEPTIC 
Powerful. but harmiess. No drug effect, contains 
garlic, but does not taint the breath. 
Tablets: 3/- box, post free, from 
@. Millwood, Roxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


Socialist Case against 


WAR 


Every Week in 


“FORWARD” 


EVERY FRIDAY 


TWOPENCE 


Send a postcard for free specimen copy to: 


“Forward” Office, 26, Civic Street, Port Dundas, Glasgow. 
London Office : Grays Inn Road, London. 


Join the 


SLALIST 


BOOK CLUB 


(Incorporating The Labour Book Club) 


There is no Subscription 


Members buy recent popular 
books published at 7/6, 8/6, 
10 6 and 12/6 for only 


2/6 


Join the Socialist Book Club now and 
get the real facts by buying topical, 
vital books of Labour view at a fraction 
of their published price 


ALL BOOKS chosen will be well printed on good quality paper and will be 
outstanding in production and quality. Every book will have an attractive 
coloured jacket, and will be beautifully bound in stiff boards with a 


cloth back. 


THE FIRST BOOK to be issued is ** THE SOCIALIST CASE,” by Dougtas 


Jay. A brilliant survey of democratic socialism written to prove that the 


Socialists’ ideals can be achieved by democratic means. 


It discusses the 


problems of to-day in detail. This is a book that will be welcomed by all as 
a real contribution to intelligent reform, by one of the best known of the 


younger Socialists. 


(Published by Faber @ Faber at 12/6.) 
SOME SUPPORTERS OF THE CLUB: 


Mr. R. W. Sorensen, M.P. 
Mr. H. W, Nevinson. 
Mr. Will Thorne, MLP. 
Mr, James H. Hall, M.P. 


- Laurence Housman. 


Dr. Haden Guest, MP. 
Mr. Wm. Whiteley, M.P. 
Prof, C. B. M. Joad. 

Mr. J. Griffiths, M.P, 

Mr. Ed. R. Pease, etc., etc. 


YOUR MEMBERSHIP FORME 


To The Secretary, 


The Socialist Book Club, 46, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1. 


I wish to join the Socialist Book Club, and will accept the monthly selection costing 2/6 
(post extra outside London). I will pay for i¢ on receipt each month, for a minimum 
Period of six months and until countermanding my order by giving four weeks’ notice, 


Name Pee e eC Cette tee ee ensue eee tens enN ee eee a seuss eer OOo Te eT eR ONS Hen eneenesecencocetee 


Address 
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P.N. 


beet eee ahha ELITIST ITI STIL ES TITTY ttt yy 


You may join through your local bookseller. 


SEND NO MONEY 


Unless you prefer to pay a six months’ subscription of 17/6" (thus saving yourself and 
the Club much time and detail work) when you will receive the monthly selection for six 
months post free. These books at published price would cost you about £3. 

Lae *15/- in the London area. 
Issued by the Socialist Book Club (R. F. Batty). 
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“Te is the business 
of che churches 
_to make my business 


4 


ee impossible. S 


© el Mansel Led So 


One of the peace posters to be seen out- 
side St. George’s Church, Hart Street, 
London, W.C.1. (Another picture on back 


page.) 


Letters ta the Editor 


For all P.P.U. Members 


May I suggest that ali PPU members 
write to the Prime Minister and their 
member of Parliament demanding that 
the Van Zeeland Renvort be used as a 
basis for discussion on “ World Econo- 
mic Cooperation.” 

Also that they write to the BBC pro- 
testing against the proportion of time in 
the news given to war. war preparation, 
and eve-witness accounts of army man- 
ceuvres, 


(Miss) E. TAIT. 
222 Mount Pleasant Road, Tottenham. 


Warning to Pacifisis 

A man who called at a Bournemouth 
builder's office last week said to the 
office boy. “I am from the War Depart-. 
ment. I want to see your lorry. Where 
can I find it now?” The request was 
overheard by the manager who duly 
directed the inquirer to the spot where 
the lorry was working. 

I do not know whether a register of 
commercial vehicles is being prepared, 
or what the legal position would be in 
the event of a protest. 

My purpose in writing is to show that 
the desired information may be ob- 
tained. and a lorry inspected without the 
actual owner having any knowledge of 
the fact. Any pacifist in a position of 
authority as regards a lorry, who may 
wish to ask a question or make a pro- 
test, would therefore be well advised to 
instruct his office staff and lorry driver 
immediately to refer anyone from the 
War Department to him. 

RONALD T. SMITH. 


“White Heather,” Ashlev Road, 
New Milton. 


Pacifist Resistance 

In pursuance of several articles in the 
current issue. notably “The New Patriot- 
ism.” and the article by Joan Beau- 
champ, may I through your valuable 
columns draw attention to a vhase of 
resistance that future nacifists will meet 
with. 


I think it is high time to face up to. 


and seriousiy consider the advisability 
of continuing the resistance after our 
liberty as citizens has keen taken away. 

As a conscientious objector in the last 
war, I and many others were greatly 
perturbed that we did not continue to 
protest, but allowed the authorities to 
reshuffle their forces co that others 
could be released for war work which 
many of us refused to do. 

Even 200,000 prisoners who are docile 
and obeying prison rules will not be any 
great concern to the civil prisons of this 
country. But even half that number 
who are conscientious objectors to 
prison can clog the wheels of the mili- 
tary machine and would present a vastly 
different state of affairs to a hostile 
government. It is difficult to imagine 
what schemes they would be able to 
invent to pacify such a number of 
determined men and women. 

Such a movement would need to be 
organized beforehand with the same 
thoroughness as was the movement 
against conscription. But I do suggest 
that it is a logical sequel to any act 
of resistance by pacifists, 


A. M. SANDERS. 
“Umberslade,” 36 Sandgate Road, 
Brighton, 6, A 


Classified Advertisements, 


Ad. per word, minimum 2s, 


Box Number Od. extra, 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


— | DRAMATIC 


DO YOU live in North London? If so, 
come to Springfield Hall Springfield Road, 
NEW SOUTHGATE, on Saturday, April 23 
(8.15 p.m.), for a dramatic evening. New 
Southgate Pax Players present Aftermath, 
The Last. Rib, and And So to War. Also, 
Madame Elsie Wood and the Windyridge 
Ladies’ Choir. Admission by ticket—1ls. and 
1s. Gd. (reserved)—from 59, Waterfall Road, 
N.11. 


Copy for the Diary and 


Classified Advertisements 
should reach 


17 FEATHERSTONE BUILDINGS, 


not later than first pos: on 


TUESDAY 


PARS for the 
PLATFORM 


Cost of Rearmament 


"TOTAL expenditure on defence in 1937 
according to figures published after 

the national accounts for the year up to 

March 31 had been made up. was 

£262,000,000, an increase of £76,000,000 

over the previous vear; £65,.000.000 cof 

this was defrayed from loan. 

A Million a Day 

FOLLOWING are figures for defence 
expenditure in recent years: 


£ 
TO1B-14 Lecce 77,179,060 
I934-5 eee eee eae “13,870,000 
OBB Boos iene Hess she ahs 136,949,600 
1936-7 goss. Stern «cree seek . 186,072,000 
1937-30 ee Mes 262,000,000 


1938-9 (Estimate) 343,250,000 
According to plans so far made public, 
therefore, we are already spending on 
war preparations at the rate of £1,000,000 
a day—except for three weeks. when 
death takes a holiday. 


Anschluss 


THs note of a conversation he had 

with Mr. Robert Lansing, President 
Wilson’s Secretary of State, in Paris on 
May 27, 1919, was recalled by Major 
Harold Temperley in a letter to The 
Times: — 

I had an interesting conversation with Mr. 
Lansing before the meeting opened ... He 
said he thought it a great mistake to try 
and force Austria and Germany apart. Even 
if successful politically, it (the attempt) 
would not be successful practically. They 
would find some way of linking up. Far 
better to give them (Austria and Germany) 
the power to unite and hope they won't use 
ny 
Where the Money Goes 


QUT of every £1 you pay in income 
tax, lls. 4d. is spent on war pur- 
poses and ls. 5d. on education. 


Forced to be Customers 


EVERAL months ago while I was at 
Coimbatore I was told that rice from 
Japan was underselling Salem and Coim- 
batore rice at Mangalore. Inquiry showed 
that this “Japanese rice” was really Rangoon 
rice. This fact made it very intriguing. 

Further probing brought out the fact that 
Japan bought this rice from Rangoon and 
took it to Japan at harvest time in Japanese 
boats to control rice prices, and after that 
function was fulfilled shipped that rice to 
Mangalore, and dumped it for what prices it 
could get. This underselling, therefore, was 
not a proof of Japanesc efficient production, 
but the difference in prices is made good at 
the cost of the Japanese tax-payer. 

Similarly when raw materials are sent 
from India to England in a steady stream and 
at cheap rates, the low cost of production is 
largely due to the force with which these 
factors are controlled. Take away the army, 
the navy and the air force, railway control 
and shipping interests, the banking facilities 
and the tariffs, it will be impossible to sell 
foreign imports in India, and still more so if 
our customs were manipulated in favour of 
cottage industries. It is true standardized 
goods can be produced cheaper, but this 
advantage is more than offset by the greater 
demand for bespoken goods. 


J. ©. Kumarappa, 


Harijan, March 19. 
Not Being Funny 


N order to counteract the “jurid predic- 
tions” of destruction in the next war, 
Professor J. B. S. Haldane declared that in 
a single air raid over London by an enor- 
mous enemy air fleet, no more than 50,000 
Londoners would be killed. 

No irony intended by the professor. Others 
will recall that the total number of American 
soldiers killed in battle during the last war 
was fewer than 40,000—World Events 
(USA). 
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EDUCATIONAL 


; GERMAN PACIFIST, expert linguist, liv-~ 
ing in South Denmark near beautiful Flens- 
burg Fjord, is willing to take students as 
boarders to learn German, Danish, Swedish, 
French, or Italian. Very reasonable terms. 
Facilities for regular German and Danish 
conversat:onal practice in district, For 
further particulars apply War ‘Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex, or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch, 
“Fredshjem,’ Roenshoved pr. Rinkenaes, 
Denmark. 


WE BUILD for Peace—May we send a 
prospectus: —Felcourt School, East Grin- 
stead, Sussex. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c.. from 3 to 100 
guineas. Battley Brothers Ltd.. Printers and 
Publishers, The Queensgate Press. Clapham 
Park, S.W.4. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, for 
communion with God and each other, led 
by Rev. Alan Balding, is being held the third 
Monday in each month, from 6 to 7 p.m, at 
165 Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 


WEEKEND SCHOOL OF PACIFISM, 
Handsworth College, Birmingham. 3° p.m. 
(Saturday) to 5 p.m. (Sunday), April 23, 24. 
Wilfred Wellock: “Economics and Peace— 
Van Zeeland’ Report.” Joyce Wells: 
“Christianity, Socialism and Peace.” Minnie 
Marsh: “Education for Peace.” Sydney 
Conbeer: “Air Raid ‘Precautions’ and the 
Pacifist.” Fees: Meals, lectures, social—6s. 6d.; 
Bed and breakfast—3s. extra; Single lectures 
—6d.; booking fee—ls. Write Conbeer, 113 
Summerfield Crescent, Birmingham, 16. 


POLITICAL 


PACIFISTS who want political action 
should join the People's Peace Front. Par- 
ticulars from Secretary. 18 Brunswick Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


INCOME TAX.—Do you pay too much? 
Refer your queries to—* Accountant,” 6 Stecle 
Road. London, N.17. 


SERVICES 


AS PLANNED BY DICK SHEPPARD, 
Celebrations of the Holy Communion take 
place in the Crypt of St Paul's every 
Wednesday at 7.45 am. when prayers are 
offered for the renunciation of war and for 
those engaged in the peace movement 


SITUATION WANTED. 


GENTLEMAN, 30, public school education, 
capable, energetic, adaptable; now holding 
a responsible position in connexion with 
armaments, wishes to change occupation for 
one more compatible with his pacifist 
convictions.—Box 77, PEACE NEWS, 17, 
Featherstone Buildings, W.C.L. 


TYPEWRITING 


THE SOUTH LONDON TYPEWRITING 
BUREAU (Mabel L. Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, 
Herne Hill, S.E.24 Telephone Brixton 2863 
Duplicating, typewriting, private shorthand 
lessons, speed practice, &c. Prices on appli- 
cation. 


TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jean’s Typing 


*and Duplicating Office are waiting for any 


jobs you may have—large or small. Speed, 
efficiency, and Jow charges. Phone Bishops- 
gate 3309; 7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


COME TO BOSCASTLE for peaceful 
holidays; nature unadorned. Small furnished 
house to rent—Write J. Stoney, Boscastle, 
Cornwall. ‘ 


COTSWOLDS for early holidays. Sunny 
position in the “Valley of Peace.” Altitude 
GOOft. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires, Constant hot water. Own car.—Tarifft 
from Proprietors, A. C. and E. Rogers, 
“Fortune’s Well,” Sheepscomb, near Stroud, 
Glos, ’Phone: Painswick 2386. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Reform Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. Increased 
accommodation. Central heating throughout; 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central 
for conferences.—-A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, mear Matlock. Telephone 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate (L.MS.) 


DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The Misses 
Philpott, Country Guest House, The Borough, 
Downton, Wiltshire. A roomy house on the 
banks of the River Avon, standing in a 
pleasant garden. Terms moderate. 


ee ——EE>>——EEEE——— 

NEW FOREST. The Guest House, Godshill, 
Fordingbridge, Hants. Beautiful country. 
Riding. tennis, river bathing. Vegetarians 
welcome. 


VEGETARIANS AND NON-VEGETAR- 
IANS will find comfortable rooms at #6 Arch- 


field Road, Catham, Bristol Terms moderate. | 


DIARY OF 
THE WEEK 


April 

16 (Sat.) EXETER; 3.20 p.m. meet Generat 
Post Office; poster parade; PPU. 

19 (Tues.) COLCHESTER; 7.50 p.m. Moot Hail; 

George Lansbury, Miss Elizabeth Thorney- 
cro[t. and Capt. Philip S. Mumford 
(chairman); PPU. 
ABINGTON. 7.45 p.m. Assembly Rooms; 
Station Yard; film show of Kameradsehajt 
and three shorts; PPU and Women’s Co- 
operative Guild. 

20 (Wed.) KINGSWAY; 8 pm. Wild Court: 
open air meeting: Methodist Peace Fellow- 
ship. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 1s Manette Street; 
Roy Walker on “Air Raid Precautions”: 
Jewish Literary Circle. 

21) (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 pm. 13 
Paternoster Row: Canon C. E. Raven on 
“Is Pacifism a Creed?"; City PPU group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row; Robert O. Rohme on “ Hitler and the 
Jews"; City PPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 7.30 p.m. City Temple; 
Roy Walker on “ Air Raid Precautions ”; 
FoR. 

NEWTON ABBOT; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House; Rev. W. J. F. Huxtable; 
PPU. 

ABERDEEN; 7.45 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, 96 Crown Street; W. J. Sim on 
“Economic Causes of War”; PPU, 
WALTHAMSTOW,; 8 p.m. Congregational 
Church, High Street: Service of Christian 
Pacifist’ Witness; Canon Charles E. Raven 
and Free Church Ministers; FoR. 

22 (Fri.) LONDON, W.C.2; 3 p.m. Wyndham’'s 
Theatre, Charing Cross Road: Basque 
Children's Concert: tickets (ls. to £1 1s.) 
from Concert Secretary, Basque Children’s 
Committee. 53 Marsham Street, S.W.1. 


23 (Sat.) SHEFFIELD; 3 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
City Hall, Baker's Pool; Pacifist Conven- 
tion; James H. Hudson (chairman), 
George Lansbury. C. H. Wilson, H. G. 
McGhee, Dr. Alired Salter. Miss Rose 
Simpson, and Richard C. Wood; Parlia- 
mentary Pacifist Group. 

BAYSWATER; 3 p.m. 52a Queen's Way: 
opening of Dick Sheppard centre; PPU. 
UXBRIDGE: 8 p.m. Central Hall: open aie 
meeting; PPU Speakers. 

NEW SOUTHGATE; 8.15 p.m. Springfield 
Hall, Soringfield Road; dramatic evening; 
Aftermath, The Last Rib, and And So To 
War; New Southgate Pax Players; see 
Classified Advertisement. 

23 and 24 (Sat. and Sun.) BIRMINGHAM ; 
Handsworth College; Weekend Schoo} of 
Pacifism; Wilfred Wellock, Joyce Wells, 
and Minnie Marsh: No More War 
Movement: particulars from Conbeer, 
113, Summerfield Crescent, B:rmingham, 
16. 


EVENTS COMING 
— SHORTLY 


30—May 1 (Sat.—Sun.) CRICH, near Mat- 
lock; “The Briars” Guest House; area 
committee meeting and weekend school; 
Dr. E. Leighton Yates and Roy Watker; 
PPU; particulars from Guy Metcalf, Main 
Road, Easton-on-the-Hill, Stamford 

May 

3 (Tues.), LONDON, W.1; King’s Weigh 
House, Thomas Street, Oxford Street; 
group leaders’ meeting ; PPU. 

6 (Fri.) LONDON, N.W.1; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ 
House, Euston Road; George Lansbury, 
Dr. L. P. Jacks, Lord Ponsonby, Stuart 
Morris, Dr. Alex Wood, and Henry 
Carter; * Peace Through Economic R-- 
construction” (with special reference to 
the Van Zeeland Report); reserved tickets 
one shilling from the Secretary, Embas- 
sies of Reconciliation, 16 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 

14 (Sat.) NORWICH; St. Andrews Hall: dele- 
gate peace convention; George Lansbury, 
Lord Ponsonby. Mary Gamble. James 
Hudson, Dr. Alex Wood, Dr. Salter, and 
Wilfred Wellock; Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group 

21 and 22 (Sat. and Sun.) HIGH FLATTS 
Guest House. near Penistone; week-end 
school; J. Allen Skinner; South Yorkshire 
Region PPU. 

27—29 (Fri—Sun.) BRISTOL; Central Hall, 
Old Market; National Peace Congress; 

National Peace Council. Details from 
Gerald Bailey, 39, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


(Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver "PEACE NEWS " 
to me weekly. 
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as from issue dated......-cassecesses mms 


Note to Newsagent :-— 

"PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at #7 


Featherstone Buildings, London, 
W.C.1, 
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April 16, 1938 


A GERMAN 
VIEW OF 
BRITAIN 


THE following is taken from an article 
. entitled “Press Campaign in Eng- 
land” in the Deutsche Allgemeine 
Zeitung, written by its London corre- 
spondent, Count C. E. Ptcckler. 

It is through the press that the 
majority of people (both here and in 
Germany) receive their impressions of 
other lands, and the article is written 
from an angle which should be under- 
stood. The Deutsche Allgemeine Zei- 
tung is one of the leading German news- 
papers. 

The remarks of the Fiihrer in the Reichstag 
against the campaign of lies by the foreign 
press against Germany, have come as a relief 
to all here who for weeks past have had to 
look on while the greater part of the British 
press has flooded the public here with scandal- 
ous reports. 

There are certain circles in England who 
share in the protest against this press cam- 
paign. Protest went so far among a few 
people having conserved a strong sense of 
decency, that individual members of the 
House of Commons called meetings in their 
constituencies to warn their voters against 
these methods of poisoning political opinion. 
The attitude of the British public, when it 

is a question of this campaign against Ger- 
many, may be summed up in the words:—"“ Oh 
yes, the scaremongering press! Nobody be- 
lieves it anyway and it has no influence.” In 
actual fact the spreading of reports was not 
confined to the scaremongering press. 


UNDOUBTED INFLUENCE 


Since these reports are believed, who can 
dispute that they influence British public 
opinion? It may be quite true that the lead- 
ing articles of the popular press do not cap- 
ture the public and never will. Their news 
columns, however, undoubtedly influence 
public opinion regarding Germany. If the 
public reads daily the wildest reports about 
crises, conflicts, warlike generals and fantas- 
tic government schemes, something is bound 
to stick. 

As a last resource Englishmen always take 
refuge in the rather worn-out slogan, that the 
British press is free and cannot be controlled. 
In a country where political discipline is ex- 
emplary and generally respected, should it 
really not be possible to hold the press in line 
with the government on such vital political 
questions? 

In a country where officials know the value 
of silence better than in many other demo- 
cratic countries, where, therefore, the press 
is dependent almost entirely on the goodwill 
of officials for reliable political news, should 
it not be possible to achieve almost anything 
by threatening to withhold news? We main- 
tain, in fact, that it is by this method that 
the British government attains almost every- 
thing it desires. 

The object of an extremely important part 
of governmental activity is directed to prepar- 
ing public opinion in good time for al} future 
political directions of foreign affairs. 


POLITICAL INTERESTS 


For this reason British political leadership 
believes it to lie in its interests to keep alive 
as strong an anti-German sentiment as pos- 
sible in the British public. We maintain that 
the great majority. of Englishmen look toward 
Germany as their natural friend. 

Thus. the British Government is in- 
terested in an anti-German press, which 
prevents this confidence and inclination 
from. grawing to. dimensions which would 
make it. impossible for the Government to 
take a decisive step against Germany, even, 
in the extreme case, to declare a war. 
Here seems to lie the real reason for the 

otherwise inexplicable fact that, in a country 
friendly to Germany there hardly exists a 
newspaper which is friendly to Germany. It 
explains why the foreign correspondents of 
British papers, who notably keep in close 
touch with British diplomatic representatives 
abroad, never have anything good to report 
about the Reich, and, with a regularity which 
can only be described as systematic, ignore 
all the achievements of ‘national-socialist 
Germany. 


“OTHER MEANS EXHAUSTED ” 


The following comment on Germany’s 
methods was made by Dr. Goebbels, 
Propaganda Minister, when speaking in 
Hamburg at the opening of the 
plebiscite campaign: 5 

When the foreign press reproaches us with 
constant use of the element of surprise, we 
reply that all other means, such as the appea} 
to reason, have long been exhausted. In the 
past five years nothing has been left for the 
Fuhrer in his struggle to overcome the 


Versailles Treaty than to present the world 
with a fait accompli, 


The Way to End 
Fascism 


The leader of the German Social 
Democrats, Herr Venckel Jakch, pleaded 
in the Czechslovak Parliament last 
week, for a new programme for creating 
work in the Sudeten German districts. 

Herr Jakch proposed, on behalf of the 
German and Czech Social Democratic 
Parties,. the setting aside of about 
£3,500,000 for work-creating schemes. ~ 


PEACE 


NEWS 


PARLIAMENTARY NOTES 
By our Lobby Correspondent 


T is bad enough to make bombers. 
I It is even worse to make them and 
sabotage them. No wonder Mr. 
David Kirkwood, MP, waxed indignant 
at the slur cast on his fellow engineers 
by the heavy barrage of questions stimu- 
lated by the story of the aeroplanes with 
their tanks drilled. 


The suggestion that the sabotage 
might have arisen out of the employ- 
ment of unskilled rather than skilled 


men was quite irrelevant. 


The ferment of anger in the House 
was not due to the charge that holes 
were drilled in the wrong place through 
lack of skill, Something much worse 
than that was involved. 


What ought to have moved Mr. 
Kirkwood’s indignation was the fact 
that these questions were initiated by 
Mr. Burke, the Labour member for 
Burnley, and then pressed by other 
Labour members. If any slur was cast 
on the engineers these members had 
their responsibility for it. 


There will be a good many and worse 
charges against the workers before the 
present fever is finished with. 


It is scarcely surprising that MPs slip 
into this sort of thing when they for- 
get that the bombers which they would 
save from the saboteur, are themselves 
designed and intended to drill holes in 
the wives and children of working peo- 
ple in other lands. Labour members 
would save themselves from many an 
uncomfortable situation if they would 
keep this fact clearly in mind. 


* * * 


The questions which the engineers’ 
officials have been addressing to Sir 
Thomas Inskip are of a different order. 


it is certainly a healthy sign that 
trade unions are no longer willing to 
accept without question whatever 
story the National Government is pre- 
pared to tell in justification of its de- 
mand for more and still more arma- 
ments. 


But in so far as the engineers are 
prepared to be satisfied if it can be 
shown that the arms are designed for 
some “ good” purpose, their question to 
Sir Thomas Inskip will get them no- 
where. 


Presumably all they want is an assur- 
ance that the arms will be used for 
collective security. 


They seem to be in a dilemma like 
that in which Labour found itself in 
the second half of the Great War. 


From 1914 to 1917 the Labour Party 
gave blind support to the Government 
in the prosecution of the war. But the 
discovery of the secret treaties in the 
Russian archives after the revolution so 
troubled the conscience of Labour that 
they hit on what they thought was the 
happy expedient of telling the Govern- 
ment they could no longer support them 
unless they published their war aims. 
Mr. Lloyd George at once obliged. 


The Prime Minister wanted more 
cannon-fodder from the trade union- 
ists, and he immediately got it by pre- 
tending he aimed at the lofty ends. 
toward which Labour said it was 
striving. The Peace Treaty, too late, 
disillusioned Labour. 


e * x 


But the engineers are again making 
the same mistake. Sir Thomas Inskip 
is capable of no less accommodation than 
Mr. Lloyd George. The engineers are 
almost asking te be deceived. 


What is the use of requiring that the 
purpose of our armaments should be 
confined to the support of collective 
security? Does not everyone know that 
the whole edifice of collective security 
now lies in ruins? : 


To pretend that collective security 
is even a possibility is to invite the. 
Government to give an undertaking 
as illusory as the supposition on which 
the question is based. 


The engineers have shown themselves 
wiser than the other trade unions. But 
even they fall short of the understand- 
ing that no good purpose whatsoever can 
be secured by arms, and that working 


people are inevitably doomed to a 
greater measure of enslavement by the 
extent to which they are willing to rely 
upon their—in reality their master’s— 
armaments. 


* * = 


The result of the Fulham by-election 
was a remarkable personal triumph for 
Dr. Edith Summerskill, MP, who stood 
out and out for the Labour Party’s 
policy of collective security and the war 
measures which it entails. In conse- 
quence the Pharaohs of Transport 
House have hardened their hearts, 


Some attempt has been made to be- 
little the value of the result. The vic- 
tor, it is said, only polled 34 percent of 
the electorate—a not very encouraging 
support for arms for Spain or anywhere 
else. 


All the same, the Government’s vote 
was much less than 34 percent and also 
a diminishing quantity. Mr. Chamber- 
lain is becalmed. His pretence at cheer- 
fulness in the Birmingham meeting was 
clearly the case of the skipper whistling 
for a favourable wind. 


Pacifism least of all influenced the 
result. By all accounts not a pacifist 
question was asked, not a PPU poster 
was shown or PPU leaflet distributed. 
We just didn’t count. 


If I may vary a little our altogether 
admirable poster, OSTRICH, unless we 
pull up our political socks, will spell 
PPU. 


* * ™ 


Lord Faringdon’s remarkable ex- 
posure concerning the guns and gun em- 
placements erected by, or with the as- 
sistance of, the fascist Powers, at or near 
the narrow waters of Gibraltar, seems 
to have drawn from nobody the obvious 
inference. 


If it is so terrible to us to have 
fascist guns threatening our way into 
the Mediterranean, what impression 
have our guns at Gibraltar given to 
Italy? What do they think about their 
way out? 

We talk of the freedom of our sea 
routes through the Mediterranean. We 
have many alternatives, if those routes 
are closed. The Italians have none. Italy 
is fastened in at both gates, Gibraltar 
and Suez (Aden); and she never leaves 
her front door but she finds our guns 
at Malta trained on her. 

J wish Lord Faringdon would ask 
their Lordships what that really feels 
like to Italy. It is an outrage to the 
rhyme and rhythm though not to the 
sentiment of Burns to misquote:— 

O wad some power the giftie gie us 

To see ourselves as we see others. 

* x « 


I see that an Air Raid Precautions 
Committee has been set up among 
members of the Labour Party. Dr. 
Haden Guest, MP, is chairman. 


Among their published aims is the 
allocation of physically fit persons to 
ARP “and other defence work.” They 
add that they will “speed up” the neces- 
sary measures. So the “Cliveden Set” 
is not the only set “allocating” the 
people to their places in the war 
machine. Wil Reynolds please note? 


Reynolds has said much in the hope 
of terrifying us about the conscription- 
ist machinations at the Cliveden house- 
parties. Is this Labour ARP body a sub- 
committee of Cliveden? 


ae 


Just Like the 
Fascists Do 


Boys of fourteen to eighteen will be 
enrolied in an air defence cadet corps 
under a scheme which -. has been; 
approved by the Air Minister. 


The function of the corps was described 
‘by Air-Commodore J. A. Chamier, of the Air 
League, as “to provide a body of young men 
who will be available for immediate service 
in the defence of the country if war broke : 
out. It is hoped that the keenest of the boys 
will later develop into fiying pilots.” 
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BULGARIAN 
WAR RESISTER 
RELEASED 


HE War Resisters’ Interna- 
| tional has secured the release 
of one of the 35 lawyers exiled 
for opposition to the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment during the recent elections, as 
reported in PEACE NEWS a fortnight 
ago. ; 
Immediate action was taken by the 
WRI, which got into touch with the 
Bulgarian authorities through an 
influential person. 

A telegram was received at the con- 
centration camp to which the lawyers 
had been sent and the leader of the 
war resisters’ movement, who was one 
of the lawyers shown in the picture 
published in PEACE NEWS, was _ set 
free and sent home. 

“We regret that we were unable to 
appeal for all the others,” declared a 
representative of the War Resisters’ 
International, “ but we shall get to work 
on that at once. We naturally cannot 
give details of the methods used and the 
persons concerned.” 


Pacifist Policy Adopted 
by 
People’s Peace Front 


The following policy was adopted by 
the People’s Peace Front, which aims to 
work for pacifism in the field of politics, 
at a meeting last week: 


International 
1. The announcement of Britain’s 
intention to disarm, and an invitation to 
other nations to do likewise. 


2. An invitation to the Dominions, 
colonies, &c., and such other countries 
as desire to be represented, to a confer- 
ence to plan— 

(a) The peaceful establishment of a 
social and economic order in which 


material wealth shall be produced and 
distributed equitably and fairly; 


(b) International administration of 
colonies and mandated areas not yet ripe 
for self-government; 


(ec) Freedom of migration. 

3. A proposal for the setting up of a 
League of all Peoples which shall be the 
permanent body to carry out the plans 
outlined in (2), and to continue the con- 
structive work of the present League 
and of the International Labour 
Organization. 

National 

1. Total disarmament—the personnel 
of the disarmed forces to be used on con- 
structive work at home and abroad. 


2. Subordination of national policy as 
the League of all Peoples may require in 
the wider interests of mankind. 


3. Peaceful establishment of a social 
and economic order in which material 
wealth shall be produced humanely and 
distributed equitably and fairly. 


4. Establishment of an educational 
system which shall give an equal oppor- 
tunity to all, and aiming at the fullest 
development of individual personality. 

A minimum annual subscription of 
2s. 6d. was also decided upon, and Mr. 
A. M. Sibun, of 45, Dowanhill Road, 
Catford, London, S.E.6, was elected 
treasurer. 


UNIVERS.:TY PACIFISTS 


There will be a meeting of university 
pacifists on Friday next (April 22) at 
Bedford College, Regents Park. Those 
wishing to attend should meet outside 
the main entrance promptly at 3 p.m. 


Progress Depends on 
Abolishing the Bomber 


. The Thames Barrage proposal has 
been dropped because the Committee of 
Imperial Defence is afraid of the risk 
involved in the event of war. 


Commenting on this hold-up to plans 
which it was claimed would improve 
London, the Kentish Independent 
pointed out: 

The cost of the armament race is hardly 
realized today because payment is deferred 
for the next generation to meet. There is 


no more progress for our nation until the 
bombing plane is banished. 


HAVE YOU 
Ordered PEACE NEWS for 
your next meeting ? Send your 


order to 17, Featherstone 
Buildings, London, W.C.1. 
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Peace Pledge Union . 


New Manifesto Shows the 
Way to Peace 


From Our Own Correspondents 


PUBLIC meeting to emphasize the need for an absolute peace 
policy, as outlined in the Peace Pledge Union Manifesto, and 
to protest against air raid precautions, was held in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, last week, under the auspices of 
the PPU, the Fellowship of Reconciliation, and the Newcastle Friends’ 


Peace Conunittce. 


Under the chairmanship of the Rev. 
R. G. Bell, a crowded meeting of about 
230 people listened to Roy Walker on 
ARP ard Maurice Rowntree on the con- 
structive aims of the PPU. 


By quotations from various govern- 
meni spokesmen and official handbooks, 
Roy \alker showed that the Govern- 
ment itself knew there could be no ade- 
quate defence against air attack, but 
was very anxious that the public should 
not realize this fact and all its implica- 
tions. The ARP schemes were therefore 
put forward in the hope that they would 
make people feel fairly safe and at the 

_ same time start to arouse the jingo- 
patriotism which would ke needed for a 
war. 


WHY THEY 
WANT WARDENS 


If and when war came the air raid 
wardens would keep order and leave the 
Government free to purs. 2 unhampered 
a vigorous policy of air raids on the 
civilian population of the “enemy” 
country. 


Maurice Rowntree described the work 
of international appeasement which 
pacifists were advocating as an alterna- 
tive to rearmament. 


He showed how action by this coun- 
try to set right the economic griev- 
ances of the “have-no)” nations 
would probably meet with a friendly 
response and was far more likely to 
prevent war than any system of mili- 
tary alliances. 


The meeting concluded with questions 
being put to the speakers by an audience 
which was obviously very sympathetic 
to the pacifist attitude. 


ARMS RESULT FROM 
PROFIT MOTIVE 


“HIS piling up of armaments is in- 
evitable in a world constructed 
economically as it is today, a world in 
. which the real motive for the creation 
of goods and commodities is fundamen- 
tally a search on the part of each in- 
' dividual for private profit.” 


This was one of the points made by 
J. Middleton Murry in his address to 
a meeting held by the PPU in Church 
House, Bradford. . 

It was easy today for people to say 
that what the world wanted was a little 
more love or religion. The point to be 
determined was what: ws actually in- 
volved in more of those things. The 
individual had to decide what he really 
meant by the signing of the very sim- 
ple peace pledge, and to determine what 
the pledge involved. 


The Rev. Donald Foster, who pre- 
sided. said he considered the surest way 
to bring about war was to pile up arma- 
ments. 


GREATEST PROBLEM 
OF ALL 


. f iee best peace meeting ever held in 

Harrogate” was the description 
given to a recent PPU meeting ad- 
dressed by Canon C. E. Raven and the 
Rev. Henry Carter. 


The Rev. P. D. Robins, of Leeds, 
remarked, “If you left the question of 
peace and war unsulved and solved 
every other human problem, you would 
simply have created for yourself a more 
imposing hell.” 


Canon Raven said that his pacifist 


Two to One 


A T a debate at St. John’s Church, 

is Westminster. when the Rev. R. 
H. Le Messurier spoke for the 
PFU, a motion “That pacifism is 
incompatible with Christianity” 
was defeated by a _ two-to-one 
majority. 


faith was the result of years of hard 
and honest thinking, and it had given 
him a sense of freedom with the power 
to live creatively. 

“There are some things,” he said, “for 
which a man should be prepared to die, 
but these are all things which fly out 
of the window as soon as war enters by 
the door. Truth, beauty, and goodness 
cannot live together with war.” 

The Rev. Henry Carter dealt with 
practical applications of the principles 
which Canon Raven had enunciated, 
urging the need for a world economy. 
The Van Zeeland Report was a step in 
the right direction. To carry out its 
recommendations would lessen the 
strain of hopeless poverty, and so help 
to remove potent causes of war. 


THE REMEDY 


A JUDGE and several doctors and 

™ teachers were in the audience at a 
Brighton meeting addressed by Dr. D. 
A. Crow, who said that the nation was 
in a trance so deep that the Prime Min- 
ister could’ actually point out that war 
meant ruin for both sides and yet not 
wake up the hypnotized people. 

Dealing with Germany, Dr. Crow said 
that “if justice is to be done, no time 
is inappropriate to do it. 

“In our country the impulse from the 
common people to make national sacri- 
fices is at the moment too qualified by 
the hesitation of those who are nearly 
pacifist, but still have not freed them- 


selves from the trance into which the. 


merchants have hypnotized them. 

“The remedy is not political in the 
first place ... it is personal. It implies 
a renunciation of war on simple grounds 
of conscience.” 


-OTHER ACTIVITIES 
IN BRIEF 


Arrangements are now well advanced for 
the Pilgr.mage to Canterbury this weekend 
(April 15 to 18) to visit the resting place 
df Dick Sheppard. 

Last week we published an ouline of 
arrangements for the four-day hike ending 
up at Canterbury on the Sunday, but here 
is a more detailed programme of the actual 
visit to the cloisters and the activities 
afterward. 

The party, both those who have walked to 
Canterbury and those others who may be 
joining the pilgrims for Sunday afternoon 
only, will meet at the West gate, Canterbury. 
at2p.m. The visit to the Cathedral cloisters, 
where Dick Sheppard is buried, will be at 
2.15 p.m. 

At 3.15 p.m. the party will proceed to the 
open air meeting (at a place to be announced 
at the time), to be addressed by John 
Barclay and others. 

* * 

In view of the international s.tuation, talk 
of conscription, and increasing propaganda 
for air raid precautions, the Lewisham 
branch of the PPU is attempting to form a 
Lewisham Pacifist’ Council to coordinate 
activities of local pacifists. For this purpose 
a preliminary meeting is being called on 
April 25 at 405, Hither Green Lane. 

-. s 


An enthusiastic meeting at Dawlish, 
addressed by the Rev. W. J. E. Huxtable, was 
preceded by a poster parade last Thursday. 
About two hundred people were present at 
the meeting. Mr. H. W. Waddington, who 
was largely responsible for the organization 
of the meeting, is a member of the PPU, and 
also a member of the Dawlish Urban Council. 

Another successful poster parade was held 
at Torquay last Saturday. Eight paraders 
worked hard and distributed 1,500 pamphlets, 


The postage to all parts of the 
world on this number of 
PEACE NEWS is 1d. per copy. 


SEND IT TO A FRIEND. 


Peace posters outside St. George’s Church, Hart Street, in London's busy W.C.1 
district, catch the eye of thousands of passers-by every day. 


The Wrong Way 
to Heaven 


"THE responsibility of Christians in the 

present crisis was the theme of a 
meeting at Gatley on Sunday, organized 
by the Anglican and Congregational 
churches and the Society of Friends. 
Addresses were given by Dr. Vipont 
Brown and the Rev. Leslie E. Cooke, 
minister of Gatley Congregational 
Church. 

It would be well for Christians to 
realize that they were responsible for 
the present crisis, said Dr. Vipont 
Brown. 

The men who went out to the last 
war were told that they were going 
to fight for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but instead of the Kingdom of Heaven 
being here we were no‘y on the brink 
of the Kingdom of Hell. 

“In 1914,” he continued, “we Christ- 
ians turned our backs on all Christ’s 
teaching and the teaching of science and 
of common sense and reason. Is it 
reasonable to think that you can get the 
Kingdom of Heaven by taking the lid 
off hell? ” 

The audience unanimously passed a 
resolution urging the Government “to 
call a world conference to deal frankly 
and effectively with the root causes of 
war.” 


ONE-DAY CONFERENCE 


A one-day conference on May 17 has been 
called by the Women’s Peace Crusade to 
consider “The relation of cconomic national- 
ism to peace and war.” 

The conference, which will be divided into 
two sessions, will be held in the YWCA, 
Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1, and will 
be led by Miss Ann Stocks, daughter of the 
late Professor Stocks (vice-chancellor of 
Manchester University). 

Particulars are obtainable from _ the 
Women's Peace Crusade, 55 Gower Street, 
London, W.C.1 


A weekend school for pacifists is being 
held by the Birmingham branch of the No 
More War Movement in Handsworth College, 
Birmingham, next weekend. 
will be Wilfred Wellock, Joyce Wells, Minnie 
March, and Sydney Conbeer. Full partictu- 
lars may be-:obtained from Sydney Conbeer 
at 113 Summerfield Crescent, Birmingham, 16. 


The lecturers” 


Drama 


““Mad > Cabinet 
Runs True to Type 


THE KING FROM NOWHERE 


Left a fortune, Miss Rimmer, though 
cut off from civilization for twenty 
years, imagines that she knows sufficient 
about the world (by dint of having read 
every leader in The Times during that 
period), to launch the Crusade. 


When into her house comes Vivaldi, 
a brilliant actor who has escaped from 
a local mental home (where he was 
confined chiefly because of his obsession 
that he was a marked victim of the com- 
munists), she regards him as the man 
sent by God to save England. 


The Leader, is, of course, not officially 
a dictator, and is in favour of demo- 
cracy, but he has a private army led by 
Captain Johnnie Buller, who beats up 
opponents in the avproved militaristic 
and fascist manner. 


Vivaldi eventually returns to the 
asylum where, presiding over a cabi- 
net of lunatics, he makes a speech 
ironically similar to those made by 
sane cabinet ministers, demanding 
blind implicit obedience to save demo- 
cracy, and sending an ultimatum 
threatening to bomb the enemy to 
prove the cabinet’s Christianity. 


The high light of this scintillating 
satire is Laurence Olivier, who as 
Vivaldi, gives an almost flawless per- 
formance, being admirably supported by 
Marda Vane as Miss Rimmer and A. R. 
Whatmore as Captain Buller. 

R.S.M. 


(Other Drama Notes—page ten.) 


The object of armaments is security, 
but the effect is suspicion, fear, and 
violence, says the latest poster issued 
by’ the Northern Friends’ Peace Board, 
Spring Bank, Rawdon, near Leeds, and 
the Friends’ Peace Committee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


a 
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